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pF — 


on eterna 59h ctwell rity vþ -f 
_ an. evill world, _—_ to keep th 
ſelf unſpotted of it, This littl 4 
Book was intended for thine i | 
aud I bopethou wilt if thas. ſhah 
- readit, findit fitted thereto. :"< 
confeſs upon ' 4 review of whatP 1 
had done, in draving up theſe Dil | 
rethions,. T begws to'fearetha 
might injure the Reader by my Jiu 
died brevity : 1 thought. ſam: - 
might overlook many thines whid] 
are of Low uſe + a C Z 
*. prabtice; ecauſe I have nat. inſt 
c of theme, y 16s eds whe 7 
Mor 37 fhort Latoniſmess. 114 tha 
ers which are more weak,m 


- 74 nas ſo "Sf 14 man 


thing 7 


| 'To the Keil 0s 
y things for wait of a larger explr 
£4ar10p; or inſtance for 1 the pra 

F tion of think. For v confeſs 1 was 
ell-the prove inturions in the compo- 
by Bnt hereof, becauſe I had therein 
tg 4 chief. reſpec? tg thafe that have” 
ettenaed my miniftery, (wherein'T 

| have at feverall times mure fully. * + 
g explained the thines Ti wed. 4 
iÞ therein) who mill fs ad = e "DM 
A. ſhoxt mono bFiMIS, ( Fr now; rats 
| mind what Me) Jab ve} EF Hy. 3 
af. heard, and after my Hrpartars; 7, L : 
mb tee them interembrance; but 1 © 
oh. wa #1rt tHe _ of y feats ,whth. 
i 707 hdered that theſe thing ed here 
ff - of 4atly ſe taChrif ins and} theres” 
g fore Fry would be pur #pon a fre 
"| fr; pernfal of oy | 
may more eaſily bath remark, 
TO that things which In one” * 


A+ 3. caſey 


oo 
2/78 


| 4ou walk blameleſſe, and harmleſſe 


| : x 474 by. the looſe , careleſſe. 
wathing of Chriſtians ; Rom, 2. 


The i bY 
curſory reading , might eſcape. theih, 
obſervation: And. now Reader © 
what argumengs ſhall T uſe toenÞe 
courage of 40 Mo X thee.to folloul; 
thefe-directions when thou haſt 
read them, .if there-be any regard 
to be had tothe glory of God,to ty 
good of others, to the peace an 
happineſſe of thine own [0 | ul, think 
an theſe things,. 
Ft F, The « the way. to glori- | 
God in your conver (ations when 


© ts en. 3% 9, Ro 


4s his Children, without rebuke, 
ſhining as light in the world,Phil. 
+15. Matt, 5.16. John 15.8, 
67d" the name of | God i diſbs- 


23, 24+ 


"Secondly, T his will be 4 means 
BY 


" FS : 4 ”——” . hows _- Cs or S $254 Sth the 
« : . tt. on 
© %% PR_— NEED 4 
a) the Reader : 
: , ' * 


ct o recover the loſt credit of Chri-, 
er Iftianity, Chriſtians are not ſo ſin- 
mY eular 6 they Punldhe Mats5 47, 
they are too much faſhioned to ths. . ? 
4/e} world, Rom. 12.2, hereby pro- 
ral phane ones are hardened againſt 
bs the wayes of God , others confirm- 
'al edin their, prejudice. againſt the 
k principles of our Ar? es > the 
- | 77putation of  Chriſts. Righteouſ- 
= | neſſe to.our juſtification, the nece[- 
| ſity of his grace to our ſanttificatt-. 
ef on, and all the ar uments which 
>|. wecan uſe to Dire them from 
| the imputation of cheriſhing licen- 
| tiouſneſſe, will never convince 
. Ceinſayers, unleſi we enfarcethem 
y the reall proofs of an holy con- 
verſation ; ſee then that youwalk 
circumſpettly, that you may by | 
well-doing put to ſilence the. igno- | 
A 4 rance 


54S 
eTh 


..  _ - he Preface- : 
rence of fooliſh men,. 1 Pet. 2.4 
IF. - That you May cet off octafi-y 
on from; thoſe Chat defire occaſion 
that wherein they glory, they may 
be found even 45.504, 2 Cor. 11, 3 
12. "_- i 
'. 3. This will be 4 means to. gain | 
thoſe that are without, 1 Pet.3.1. 
aud toprovoke to emulation, thoſe | 
that are within, 2. Cor. 9.7, . © 
".-4+ Thr wilt be a good means to 
wake your calling and eledtjon ſure - 
2 Pet. 1.10: anbp ed wiFver”: 
3:3n the 10. ver. the Apoſtle doth 
bur re-1nforce hu exhortation; in 
the's. ver. by a new areument, as 
if bz hat laid the rather give di-- 
ligehce to add to faith virtue, &c. 
 Tatheend you may make your cal- 
ling andelettion (ure. 
5. This will be th: way to have 


comfort 


"Tv" V _ 


Ian Lake Te” —_—— 


: To the Reader. 
| comfort, both in life and death, 
the teſt imuny of a go#d conſcience 
| will be acomfor? to ms itt ever 
yy condition, 2 Cor. 1. 12. efpectal- 
# ly when we come to the down t# the 
| duſt of death, 2 Tim, 4.7, Some 
2; will object (it may be) thit this is 

. | more then needs,and why fhould we 

| impoſe any unneceſſary burden,iup- w, 
on Chriſtians? tothis 1 muſt ſay - 
that it is an nnſavoury objeeiion; 
-| and not becoming a collly man. To 

"I enquire only what i neceſſary, and 
| what we muſt do, if we will ger to 
Heaven, argnes more felf- love, : 
they love to God, moe care of our _ 
oivn welfare, rg elory of © 

i God, or how we may do thoſe things * 
| which maypleaſe his. - ws 

i 2. 1f aft th: rules which T have ' 
| civen, be not nectſſary by wertue * 


AJ: : a8; 


%Y 
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| _ The Preface 
F .  - of any ſpeciall command, (4s Tam F; 
* ſure. moſt of them are,) yet the) y 
' ave neceſſary,Gus means to orderſ. 
Our Rather tion aright. But if” 


thine objection be sntended chiefiff , 
againſt this particalar modell* 
which I have draws ap; after jp 
many Treatiſes on the ſame ſub- 
Jeet + I confeſſe then I ſhall not 
have ſo muchto ſay againſt it, 1 
. freely acknowleds that ys wor- 
e 


thy men have lahoured herein,\. 
pore fit in many reſpetts for ſuch' 
an undertaking then my ſelf : and} 
T1 muſt leave every one to tnear li- | 
berty, to uſe ſuch helps as ſeem beft 
to them; only this 1 ſhall ſay, that 
T think I have not only done that | 
. which was done before. Some have| 
indeed mritttes excellently at| 
large of theſe thines, poles 3 
ies] 


Chriſtians 


ry 


_ Tathe Reader. ; 
rap Chriftians cannot ſo eafily read 
heelarger Treatiſes, nor ſo eaſily ga- 
Jeri ber up the ſum of them to carry 
' ii» their mind, "theſe ſhort rules 
fypmay be uſefull to ſuch; and thoſe 
17 [bat have leiſure,and opportuni:y, 

may make uſe of them for the 
cleartr e xplication of (heje ome 
have written excellent brief ma-. 
7 1»als, but have inſiſtedmuch upon 

ſuch things as I have here purpoſ- 
ly omitted, that I might not actuin 
jj 3SETE, 45 Vows, meditations, and 
the uſe thereof in quickenine F 
| fedtions, and ſtrengthening reſolu- 
tiops : if thou [avoure his ings . 
my oy of God, I dare commend 
to-thee what hath'been written on 
this. ſubje&#, by my worthy friend 
Mr Tho, White, others have 
written indeed excellentthings - | 
| _ 7-5 


The Prefiſce- | 
this Subſet; but there is inthiir/} 
books ſuch a.-mixture of popiſh. 
pripciples and ſuperſtitions. that 
weaker Chriſtians which have.not 
their [enſes ex:rciſed to diſcern 

gvod ardewill, can ſcarce without | 
danger make uſe of them. In what 

T*-hawe. here written, I know no- 

thing that is called in queſtion, by, 
any [ober-man:forThave kept with-' 
 in'the ſafe baunds of. acknowl:4ze- 
ed truths, to free the Reader from 
all ſuſpicion, ( at. leaſt from' all 
danger) of being miſled into any 
 gwinſt the ſirifneſs of. thisexer-} 
crſe, or courſe of life , I need ſay 
#0 more to ſhame [uch an. obje(t1- 
01, . bitte [et before.you [ome brief | 


inſtances of. the heathen # 1 
1148 y the 
lieht 


Jhewinng how far they wept 


, %* 
& 


' eſſe in general, above a 


. things , they on oft diſcover" 


- 


. To-the Reader... A 
light of nature in the obſervation 
f theſe rules which 1 have layed,” 
down ; their hiFh eſteem of got: ; 

other - 


intheir writings, but we have fre- © 
quent inſtances of their pradtice 
thereof, in particular duties, as 
Prayer: It is [aid of Socrates, that. \ 
hs life was nothin ut A-COMIn-: 
all Prayer , - ſo frequent was he. 
therein, «one paſſage whereof is. re- | 
ported ro-be, Dare ut ſimpulcher 
intus, & honeſtus,. which & in | 
effect the ſame with that ofa"? 
vid, Pſal..51, 10; Create ina; 
a clean heart, and renew. in mg * 
a. right, ſpirit, Seneca. ' ic: an © 
eminent examplt. of Ethick. de 
wotion ,. how we- ſhould {mprove 
the conſideration of Gods — ; 


ENCE : 


E”.. ThePreface 
bſence; See Sen, Epiſt.10, how we 
| ſhonld improve the conſideration 
EF of bis providence, Fpiſt.197. how 
we ſhould exerciſe virtue in every 
E condition ,- Epiſt. 85, How we 
| ſhould "2p our ſelves to Godin 
t. Prayer, Epiſt. 41, How we ſhould 
F behave ourſelves in Prayer,Epilt. 
| FO, what reſpect we Tooulld have 
| -70- the judgement to come, Epiſt. 
| 26, How'carefull we ſhould be in 
| the ſpending of our times lib. de 
+ brevitate vitze, #2 which book he 
| enveichs much againſt. 'mens 
profuſe expence of their time, of _ - 
* which alone we may be innocently 
| Coveteons, Of the choice of our 
| company , Epiſt. 7. and onr car- 
| riage therein, Epiſt. 10, Sic vive 
cum hominibus tanquam Deus 
 videat, fic loquere cum Deo 
tanquam 


” 
o 
- 
« 2 
5 


To the Reader. ' | 
tanquam homines audiant, ; we- 
ould: ſo converſe withmen as i 
God lodked on, Yo [peak to God in 
Prayer, as if men heard us : and 
of taking an account of our ſelves 
every night, how we have (pent 
the day'paſt, we have an admira- | 
ble example, lib. 3.de Ira, cap. on 
36. and this laſt was au ordin 2. 
- | pradtice with devouter: hgathens, © 
concerning which, there are fa- * 
m0us precepis of. - Þ tlgoras, 1 
wand Þ TI0Y Ut 20774", KA rf a | 
;,e, Necprius in dul 
clines, lumina ſomn 7 WES 
Omnia quam long! reputs 
_risacta ce, 
. \Quo pretergreſlus, aid 6 "7 
ctum in terpore, quidnon, 
Sic dicta_ 6: facta per oma 
ingrediens, 


Ortuqs 
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Ortnq; & veſpere cunctare-, 


volvens, 


Offenſus pra$is; da palmam & 


- 


prenua rectis. 


Arriant Epictet, ib.3.cap.10. 
vid Anſon Edyll.8. Much more of 


this Sebjeft we might be furnt- | 


ſhed with, out of Plutarch, Epicte- - 


£ 


rus, De Ja Moth le Yayer, de la 
vertu des Payens, &c. To [peak 
nothing of their patting out their 


eyes, caſting away their riches,ve-. 


tiring from the ſociety of men, 


that they might devote themſelves | 


to a'contemplative life; practices 
mhch our Chriflian profeſsion doth 
not require, nor the Scriptures a- 
low, the former things having the 


approbation of the Word of God,” | 


andthe concarrent prattice, of ho- 
ly men mentioned therein, may 
lhame. 


{ 


- 


a 


1 
| 


[8 
a 
T; 

b; 
A 
RY 

WL 

q 
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| pray, aud arm, and fland faſt, and 


To the Reader. 


fheme Chriſtians that have more 
obiigat! ons upon them, more light, 
more means of ÞTrace, more af(j- 
france of the Spirit,then theſe hea- 
thens had, | 
 Laftly,Some may objett againſt 
this conrfe, that it is wery diffi- 
cult to obſerve ſo many rales, and 


' this would make the Chriſtian 


life very burdenſome, To thu Þ 
anſwer, firſt, as Biſhop Hall ſaith, 


There i nothing 10 be gotten by i- 


 dlenefſe, but miſery here, and Hell 


Cv wt 


hereafter * The Kingdom of Hea- 
wen ſuffers violence, and the vis- 
lent take it by ferce,Mat.11.12,.4 
Chriftians life & a race, a warfar, 
ard he muſt run, ſtrive, fight, if 
he will win the prize, 1 Cor.g. 
24,25, 26. he muſt watch and 


quit 


4 64 
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E The Preface - 
| quit himſelf like a man, if he will. 
obtain the.Crown, Mat. 26. 41. 
 x:C0r.. 16.13. Eph. 6,13. 2. 
Thos kuoweſt not how difficult this 
courſe is till tho haft bin exerciſe 
ed therein : who ever learned any 
art or myſtery, but it ſeemed very - 
lefficult at firſt? which practice 
afterward makes eaſje : theres a 
| myſtery in pratticall Godlineſſe,as 
| well as in ſpeculative Divinity , 
3 wbich makes it ſeem hard at firſt; 
TI know this s not. acquired whot- 
ly by inanſtry, and exerciſe, as 
other habits are, but exerciſe doth | 
much facilitate it : again cuſtoms | 
# the greateſt Tyrant inthe world, 
Jer. 13. 23, whoſe yoak it s an 
hard matter to caſt off, in thoſe 
things which afterwards we can . 
eaſily comtemn ;, how vain would. 


thoſe 


To the Reader. "A 
thoſ e wayes of fin ſeem to many: | 
which now cad / Jer, to? bi 
caſie would thoſeyvayes of holineſſe. 
feem ta them, the difficulty where-, 
of doth ſo muth affrieht them ? 1 

they would awake to righteonſneſſe 


an d. ſtir FJ then: elves totake hold 


03 the Lord, 1 Cor, 15, 34. Efais _ 
64. '7.: not wavering betwixt 
God: and the world, Fas. 1. 6:. 
(for then they are like tobe drives 
and toſſed, .. with every, wmindof 
temptation). . but cleaving to the 
Lord with purpoſe of heart, A&. 
11.23,  Quam ſuave mihi{ubi- 


/ to factum eſt, carere ſuavitatibus 


nugarums ..quas.amittere metus 
fuit, jam dimittere gandium Juit, 
ſaith Auſtin, Confeſſion, lib. 9. 
Cap. I. he had 4 long timebeew | 
aallying with ſin, and his thoughts 

were 


The Preface 
were flucFnating to and fro : bat 
when they came Fo the conſiſtency 


j a firms reſolution, it was pre- 
- fe 


is former delightful vanities:and 
Hoſe ofe things which before ht was 
aid ro loſe, he cold now joy- 
ul ly diſmiſs.” © 
Zidy Th pratfice will not 
be [6 difficult, as you 1may at fir 
My Flr fe hr fe wr A wb 
 Xhwve ltid down; are a great help 
Fo'tath thy. One that had never 


art; would wonder how fo many 


wheels ſhowld keep ſuch a conftartt 


| antes lends ths manner of their 
moifons, knows that one wheel doth 
Protrnae or thruſt forward another, 

and that the motioncould not eaſily 
Fo 


ly a pleaſure to him, to want 


ſeen « watch, or fuch lhe wor k of | 


\ 


oreerly motion : whereas one thit | 


- 
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To the Reader. 
be ſo regular, if there were fewer 
wheels in it: ſo it s inthis caſe. 


one duty puts fofmard another,atid 


| doth diſpoſe us to the 4 rn of 


* 
a 


ly Labour or 


another: or 4s inthe ba 


' exerciſe begets an appetite, whets 


we have an appetite aur food is 
more pleſant to us, andit likewiſe | 
helps digeftion, and ſo oxr foods 

doth us more good and ſtrengthens 
5s to labour - [o the more mt exttr 
ciſe our ſebues unto mort | 
more experience we-ſhall have af 


Our 03 inſafficiewey, and of the 


*. need that we fland in of a daily 
*- ſupply of the Spirit of Feſws 


Chriſt; and ſo-we ſhallmore prize - 
and endeauour to improve theſe + 
ordinances which are the miniflra- 
tion c the ſpirit, as prayer and the 
i of God: Andthereforeif men 
 ſlielt 


The 'Preface 
flight. ordinances, tw anill (; ene 
that they have grown neeligent in 
| the prattice of eddlineſſe, for he 
| that you him felt to walk ſo as he © 
may pleaſe wn will find all means | 
little enough to maintain the vi- 
| gour "of bus graces, and the more 
I} we improve our Communion with 
| Godin ordinances, the better ſhall 
we be enabledto hold on in a courſe 
1 of godleneſs;that as it is in the bo- 
i dy. naturall and mifticall , one 
member- is uſefull to another, ſo 
it is in theſe duties. I may alſo 
| add, that -the benefits of feks 
it prattice, (which Thave bef ore re- 
'connted} will abundantly recom- 
pence anydiligence which we'can 
uſe" therein © mhich hath been 
[| coufirm:d by the experience of | 
theſe which have ' been exerciſed 


t1ereimn: 


To the Reader, | 
therein : as you may ſee in M*Ro- | 
gers his Seaven Treatiſes, where 
he tels us Treat. 4. cap. 11. of * 
Wy divers Godly men , who when they 
were at firſt put upon (uch a courſe 
PIN) of ls rited ries _ 
 #t as 4 thing impoſdible to be 6b- | 
ſerved, but being perſmaded to 
make triall of it, they freely ac- 
knowledgedthat they found and ob- 
tained more uſe of their knowlede, 
more conſtancy in their we 
and ſweet delight in ſerving 
God, then ever they looked for, 
and hereby they came tobe better 
able to perform daties', to beare © 
crofſes and afflieFions , to ſubdue 
their affetions, and to overcome 
their doubts and fears :' methinks 
the hope of like ſucceſſe, ſhould en- - 
 Conrage any that make religion 
| their 


p--:- 2 The Pxeface 
their bufineſſe, to make trial of 
[ the pradtece, thoſe that have mare 
' "gbjectzons , yet ho mrake againſt || » 
| it» way find thew. anſwered iy | w 
| .Drexelus his Trilmegiſius, li, | py 


| TL. £Afo' 7; \dAud now Reader [ Fi 
| may conolyde iu the words. of |m 
1 p40 Sales, 4 the Pretaceto hs | 

| Introautton. - [1 confeſs I hawe | 
| writ of a dewvaut fe, mithaut he- 
| ingaenapt may; felſ-r. yet $0t-mith- 

| ,0ut.4 defire of. being for 404 it 46 
| -th4. .4cfire wbich hath giaen me In 
eouruge £0 inſtruct thee: for axye., Upr 


k 


| great learned man (aids. t findy Yh 
| 4 400d may talearas te hear ine if" 
| better, but ta teach i beſt af all.) Yo 
 .Thetruth 46, Tentertaiwedthefirfs [Re 
thoughts of making thoſe thretts 
| - draming wp. 


uſe: 


| To rhe Reader. - 
#ſe : hoping they might do others 
more good then wy mu, which 
j might have better” hearts to make 


| #fe of them,(as indeed I ſhould oft 


Jpreach with an heavy heart, were © 


1-t not for hopes that many that hear 
Joe, may be more affefted with 
1 »hat 1 ſpeak, then Tean get my 
own dull heart to be,\) but 1 wa 
I further enconraged to thus work, 
when 1 conſidered what an obliga- 
(tion it would be pon my ſelf,to the 
Imoft earneſt endeavonrs in the 
}Upraftice of thoſe things which 1 
have thus preſſed upon others : for 
Aif #: ſhould chuſe my deviſe, it 
Y/hould be thoſe words of the Apoſtle 
Rom. 2. 21, Which I ſhall as 
Joft ſuppoſe my ſelf to heare 
Wounding in mine ears, 4s Je- 
frome did the laſt Trumpet , 


B Thou + 


The Preface, &c. 


Thou that teacheſt another 
teacheſt thou not thy ſelt2avd 
deſire this little Book may come in| 
to remembrance with me to ſham 
when ever I ſhall) through inad 
wvertency or any other infirmity) ] 
ſwerve from theſe rales my [elf 
which, have here ſet down for thi. 
uſe of others. ; 


as 


E, 
* 
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|copLINes 


> Abour to improve 
2 your acknowledged 
principles concern- 
ing God, Tmeane 
|  ſuchprinciplesasare 

generally withott diſpute,orHe- 
litancy aſſented to - unleſſe you 
J think the Word of God to be 4 
cung8ely deviſed fable, 2 Per. 


T4 7 


B2 1.16. 


2 The Pratticeof Godlineſſe. 

\  I«£6.0rthattheKingdom ofGodſ 
sn/ih word only, Yd not is 
wer,TCor.4.20.that religion i 

ut an empty ſound, of no-ulſe 
or vertue, let your faith as the 
Apoſtle ittrof patience, Fam, 
I. 4+ have its perfet# work, uſt 
itas far as it willgo, and you 
ſhall find what an influence it 

_ will have upon your whole Cons 
verſation , true knowledg is the 
foundation of all Religion, Fer, 

22416. Fph.4.18.and that know- 

> ledg is not right, which is not 0- 

perative and effecuall, Foh. 2. 

-3:4.. Now there are three things 

more eſpecially, a fixed appre- 

henſion and ſerious confiderati- 
on whereof, will be of, fingula 
ule to us in all the paſſag®pt our 


” 


The Prattice of Godlineſſe. 3+. 


4 Firſt, The all-ſufficiency of 
1 God, Gen. 17.1, This makes © 
| him the chief good, for this we 

| chooſe him as our portion, and: 
 chiefhappinef] e : now this is the 
firſt ſtep whuch the ſoul takes to- 
wards Heaven, this goes inorder' 
. | before: Faith; "and Faith-1s bur: 
4 ſabordinate hereto, this being 


"| the act of the foul 2bout our 


| chief end; Faith reſpecting the 
'| means leading to this end: why! 
do we beleeve on Jeius Chriſt +. 
but that we may by hin” be 
4 brought unto God, 1 Per. 3, 18, 
T theſe two adts are the brief a- 
| bridgement of the Goſpe), AZ. 
20,21, fo that we ſee this is 
eflentjall to Chriſtianity to take 
| For. our chief bappineſle ; 
; Now this were but 1ſetled in 


©; 0p ab | our 


— WV <0 AAS Gat SEAS Yn Etro att 


os 6 a. 
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onr hearts, how would it ballaſt 


them and keep them ſteddy, thar 
they would not be taſſed up and, 
down with the various occurren-; 
ces. of this. life ,, neither lift up; 
with proſperity , nor caſt down! 
with adverſity , for whether we 
have mote of theſe things they! 
make” no-confiderable addition! 
to us,: God 1s our happinefle and: 
not rhe Creature, or -whether- 


' we have leſle of theſe things, it: 


is no diminution to our happi-- 
nefſe,; we ſtill have our portion; 
we.are but as man that hathturn- 
ed his eſtate'into money, though 
he-haye not houſes,nor lands,nor 
flocks, nor herds - yet he hath 
thit- which anſwers all chings, 
hays IO, 19, ſoitis with one 
that hath God for his portion, 
4's whoſe 


* 


WY: ET a.c4a4 ca. .cs oo &f fro aT_ ts wh wh 


whoſe is the earth, and the fulneſs 
| thereof, Hab, 3.17, 18. x Cor. 
j 10.28. -2 Cor. 6, 10, give 20, _ 
| pounds-t0 apoore man, and you 
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make him, take ſo much from 
him and you uridoe him : but it 
is nothing in a rich mans purſe 
that bath thouſands coming in _ 
yearly : let an unbeleever looſe 
the world and he looſes all, he 
complains with Zaban that - bis 
gods are gone, let him have theſe 
things in abundance, and he is | 
tranſported like Hamman, Eſter 
5.11, 12, -but theſe are {mill ! 
things with him, whoſe portion 
the Lord 1s. * BRIE” 
2, A {ſecond thing which we 
ſhould alwayes labour for a ſeri--” 
ous apprehenfion of , is Gods 
oninipreſence: by his eflence and 
ih B4 common. : 
_ | 


places, P(al. 139, 6. &c. -audhe 
 beholas all things that axe doxe by 
the ſons of men, Heb. 4. 13.. but 
heis graciouſly preſent in a'fpe- 


ciall manner with his owa peo- | 


ple, E[a#. 43, 2,5- Now to 
walk before God, to ſct his pre- 


ſence before ur eyes,doth brief- | 


ly comprehend all religion, Gen, 
T7. I« £4P. 24+: 40. 

_ x, This will ave us when we 
have opportunities and remptati- 


|. the ſtory. is known of Paphnutizes 
{ who converted an Harlot by this 
| means. 


l 2% This would poſſeſ] eus with 


F more reverence and Godly feare 
| 154 duties of Gods words, 1 Cor, 
| 24419;;the preſence of Angels 


Y % 
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common providence, he # iz all 


The pratfice of Godlineſſe. '7 © 


I} ſhould do this, much more the 


[4 
4 


, 


preſence of God. 

3 This will comfort us in offti 
as, Blal, 23+ 4» 25, 14. Excou- 
rage ts againſt fears, Plal. 16,8. 


yea, provoke uy to diligencein e- 


very good work,the eye of the ma- 
fter makes 4 diligent ervant;Col. 


| 3, 22, 


3. 'A third thing which we 
ſhould alwayes let fertle in our 
hearts, is the univerſal; provi- . 
dence of G96, extending it ſelf 
to every thing which comes to 
paſle here below, to that which i 
good, Gen, 31, 16,33, 5, 11. 
that which t evill, Efai. 42. 25. 


| Amos: 3, 6.-t0 the leaſt things, 


Mat. :10, 28, .to-thoſe ET. | 


| which are produced by a lang 


| ries of ſecond cauſes, Hof, 2, 23. 


B 5 ew: 
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- Gen, 45. 5. to the meereft con-l 
_ tingencies, Prov. 16.33. Now 
 befides the occafion which we 
thall have hereby given us tO a. 
dore the perfettions of Godin all 
hw works , Pſal.'$. Job 37. 14: 
 Pfal. 107. 43, We ſhall have 
this advantage hereby, in the en-ſ 
joyment of mercies. 


Firſt, Tt will teach us thank-J 


fulneſſe for them; Pſal. 40. 5. 
2. Prevent our abuſe ofthem 
and teach- us, to uſe: them for 
_ God, Hoſ.. 2.8; Exzeck. 16. 19. 
In affiitions this will teach us 
firſt to ſubmit patiently ro them, 
as being-inflicted by his authori- | 
ty , ordered by this wiſe provi- | 
dence, ' I Sam, 3. 18.:Job1, 21; 

Joh. 19, 1t..Pfal..46. through- 
on. 95 $3 1 | 
| 2, Teach 
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2. Teach us to make a right 
ule of them, Mic. 6, 9. E(at. 42+ 


| 25, by theſe inſtances which 1 
. have ſet down, you may like- 


wile be directed how to improve 

other articles of your faith, _ 
2, Direct. What ever you do 

:n word or deed do all inthe name 


of Feſus Chriſt, This dire&tion 


isin the very words of the Apo-: 


- ftle, Col. 5. 17. and though it. 


be a brief direction,” yet there is 
none that isof more generall and 


_ conſtant uſe, it is like the car- 


penters {quareor rule, which he 
makes uſe of upon all occaſions, 
there is not an action'of our lives 


| wherein. we have not ſome uſe 


hereof : Now to do a thing in 
the name of Chriſt, impotts theſe 


three things, 
I, TO. 


F 10 ThePradtite of Gudlivef, 

1, Todo it by. the authority 
of Chriſt, Mar. 21,23. Fohn 5. 
43+ I Core 56-4, 


_ 2. In the power, and ſtrength: 
of Chriſt, Mark 16, 17. AG, 3. 


1:2, 16, Pſal, 20, 5, 


3, Fox the fake of Chriſt, or 


for his tionour, Lak. 9.48. Mat. 


- | 18,20, Sothe Dutch Annotati- 
oxs on the place, and the learned 
Dazlle tn his excellentSermon on 


the ſame... - 1. Then letus make 
God of our counſell in whatever 


we take in hand, E[a1.30.1.Heſ. 
8..4. 1, Becauſe of the abſo- 
iggunorny that: he hath over 


Sy T6907. 6,21. - Kin: 18.21; | 


z.:the- dependance we have oa 


his- providehce ,. -tis- wiſdom to 
make a vertue of a neceflity, if 


Wwe 


F OE Coons os. tb: de. ans. ae os. at. a0 as. os TOE _. _ 
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we will venture to do a thing: 
without his morall permiſſion, or 
leave : we cannot do it: withour 
his naturall permiſſion, Efai. 54. 
15, Fer. 42, 15. 3. We muſt 
give an account to him of our 
ations, he is our judge,as well as 
our law giver, Fam. 4.12.2 Cor, 
5.10. - 4, Whenwe have Gods 
| leave, we may go on with com- 
fort, and con dence, Prov, 1O. 
29, We are under his ſpeci 
care and providence,Pſl, 84.11: 
Mr Dod would ſay he cared not 
where he was, if he could but an- 
ſwer. theſe two queſtions well, 
whoam Irand what doT here. ah 
I aChild of Godandiam Tin m 
way ,if wewere carefulofthe dil- 
charg of our duty;we might free 
Our {elves from all other care, but 


as 


| -I2. The Prattice of Godlineſs. 
| . as it is the humour of every:man 
naturally,: to look-more atter 0+ 
ther mens affairs then his own. : 
ſo we deale after the ſame man- 
_ ner with: God, we. buifie our 
{elves about his work, the event 
and-ſucceſle of our affairs, which 
26long to his providence to or- | 
der. and dire&: andin the meane 
while negle& our own duty,leav-. 

ing that to God , uſually upon | 
 pretence of the neceſſity of bis 
determining grace, which doth 
no. more. make void our endea- 
yours in {pirituall actions, then 
the neceflity ,of the concurrence 
of his generall provideace in our 
mind of . God in what.- we g8 
about, we haye hiswordta a” 
> | re& 


= 7 
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rect us. In-particular cafes: where - * 


-10, 23. andthe glory 


exthewill Aft. 20, 22. 
- ſome hints of his mind,vid;7ald. 
Conſfid 25: 


roles to's 


the ballance,. bur n remains-ſtill ; : 


we have 'no' erule for-qur - - 
direction; our end muſtdiredt us, 

the: edification. of ſouls; x Cor. 
of God, of 
which more afterwards, 'beſides 
God doth by his providence 


lometimes; -: .and ſometimes by 


Rrong impreſſions up+ { 
give | 


bat-to'be ſureiwe 
muſt make the former:our chief 
us; and follow. theſe 
laſt only, when the word is.not 
cleare,and where neither of thoſe 


mentioned endswhich we ſhould = 


propound to-bur-ſelves,,do turn = 


equally: poyſed :. otherwiſe we 
_ wakeqhe the violent inclinatiegg 
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of onr own luſts, for an impreſſi- 
awvot the {pirit, anda temprati- 
on far a leading providence, Dew. 
23-3. lee Sam. i243 5; 6,7.” 


3, What we do we ſhould do; 


in the ſtrength of Chriſt, waiting 


upon him for the-concurrence of | 


his-generall providence in our 


ordinary, naturall, andeiyill acti»: 


ons; F4am.4.15. of his more ſpe- 
ciall providence in extraordinary 
ations, 1 Sams, 17. 45 52 Chron, 
44 1T, 'andof/his: {peciall grace 
in Tpirituall ations, Eph; 6. 10, 
Phil.4.13.2 Tim, 1. Sothat 
we ſhould commutr all our wayes 
wnto the Lord, Prov/16. 3.ven+ 


| firing upon nothing inour pra 
| - : chiſes; - which wedarenot:coms 


mend to'Gad,: for ableffing in 


our prayers ; . our ordinary at- | 
44 


fairs, 


mm, 7 hom aye payee 2 EY LO. dot 
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fairs, we may commit to. hum bi 


2 generall recommendation in- 
our daily Prayers, extraordinary 
affairs by a more particulat; ſo- 
lemn addreſſing our ſelves to 
him, Gen.32.10.Neb,I4<Bfb:4, 


 16.ſudden emergencies, by More 


ſecret ejaculations; - Nehs 24+ 


This. practice would make us .de- 
fiſt from many raſh undertake- 
ings : we many times unadviſed- 


ly ruſhing upon thoſe things 
Which ; howd not oe 2908 
to own before” God in Prayer: as 
the poore man when he bad ſtol- 
len a-lawb for theneceflicies of 
bis fanuly, when having made it 


| ready, he came (as tis manner 


| he could. have nQ Peace till he 


| wag) to pray for a bleſſing upen | 


it, his heart {mot him, 10 that 


WC\lalt. 
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went and acknowledged his ſin, 
andmade a promiſe of reſtituti- 
6n,'3. We ſhould doall for the 
glory of Chriſt, r Cor.,10.32., I 
"This is” the ultimate end of 
things, Prov.16:4; Rom. IT 76; 


—_ =D 


© ia 1 


KI 


2. This will fan&tifie all our na'f] j, 
rhrall and civill ations, adopting 6 
them-asit were into the numberſſ , 
of religious ations, and inſcrib4]] c 
mg them with 'holineſſe -to thyff < 
Ford; Zach. 14. 21, Col. 3| 
23» 24- _ Tit 
© The paoreſt ſervant by dif] 
charging his duty in a right man ,, 
ner, and direQting his intentionaf , 
right, may in the meaneſt imf| 4 
popigent ſerve Jeſus Chriſt 3 
and with confidence expect hiff ; 
reward from him. 20 £ 


+», 
CO 
— 


| * © 3, Withoue this our ſpiritual 
F962. | action 
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nFaions are not good, Zack 
- 

T- Te 

4 4 This will preſcribe aright 
8 mafiner - and: meaſure to all. our 
g W awfoll actions, :T mean ſuch a$ 
- are in themlelyes lawfull, as eat» 
y ing, drinking, recreations, and 
ef 
) 
RK 


ſach-like :+ finw dat modum 
if menfuram medils ;' and; herein 
4 Chriſtians had need tobe very 
circumſpe&t, becauſe they -fin 
moſt frequently in ſuch-a@tions, 
itis ſaid of Sodom, Mat. 24:38; 
that they were eating, drinking; 
marrying, and giving in marri- 
aze, there was no hurt inthele- 
actions, if they had obſeryeda 
4 due ſeaſon, manner, and meaſure | 
Jin 'them. Chr:ſtians ſtartle:at _ ! 
J ſuch ſins as fearing, lying. ſteal- 
| ing, adultery,c5c. bur in / wu E 


ES bd -Y.o-:: 
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of things lawfull, they are more 
nc DP ſodo —_—— flidg ., 
ito aſinfull exceſle. 

5. This will dire& us (as way 4 
beforchinted) where our way if | 
donbrfullwhere we have expreſy| J 
| commands, or prohibitions.in the 

Word:of God, our way is. plain, 
there is. no queſtion to-be made, 
bur in many cafes our actions ar? 
not determmed by any particular}. 
dwet command. bur are left to } 
 beguidedby Chriſtian prudence, 

now in fuch a cafe ; our end wil 
be of much ute to. guid us, as4f . 
man that is todrawa line, it hel 1; 
have no rule to make. it by, he 
-oft cafts his eye upon that term, £ 
or- point to which it.is to bel} * 
drawn, orif a man havea way - 


. *tO go, - and there be no beaten by 


path]. 


=2® © = wo? ,” A © 55 


£DO 


©. 


KT, 23 %<" id. & &Þ 
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path,it he can ſee the place which 
'F he is togo to, 'his way is to aime 
Fat that, and make ſtraight over 
towards ir, fo when a -caſeis 
 doubtfull, we ſhould fix-our eye 
upon the glory of God,- and {ce 
| which way bath the moſt direct 
tendency thereto, andtake that 
way, Now though we-cannot 
| alwayes haue an actuall imn+ + 
tention of the glory. of'God. 
yet we ſhould habimally: in- 
rend it, -and- the more we can 
actually intend it the berter; 
eſpecially in ſach actions as are 
of moment in the courſe of our 
lives, we ſhould renew our atu- 
all intention 3 and(as was ſaud-be- 
fore) when a caſe is doubtfull;, 
we ſhould fix our eye upon this 


"Ehd, aS2 man that — 
: towards _ 


wh £5 6 
THF OEMs. VE 
5 : : 
—_ - - 
+ 
A > 
Fe [5 
4 


ox, be; doth nor actually think 
on the place. which he goes to e- 
very ſtep he takes, but if he com 


 toaplace. where. there are tw 
wayes; then he bechinks himſelf 


of the place which he is going to, 
that he may. take that way, which 
15 morelikely to lead him theref 
.” Andif any. ask now hoy ow 

nacurall or ctyill aQions conduct 

T0 the glory of God ? - I an 

20009>=c7 2112 2: - ii 
-; Firſt, They may be done t1 
-the' glory of G d,,; in reſpect d 
-rhe- manner of them, when vi 
-uſe ſuch moderation, holy feare 
. heavenly mindednefle in the(f 


a 


actions, that everyone may. ie *: 


ed 


Pl 
# 
” 
; 
> 
P 
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towards aecr ſuppoſeto Zonl 
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\ eat (ſaith Tertullian of - the Ghri- 
ftians,) 4s much us is vera tg 
(atssfie ones appetite, we arink as 
mych as is permitted to Chriſi1ans 
| = have a care of their purity, 
they that ſit there take therr refe- 
ton with ſuch temperance as they 
if may remember they are obleiged 
ef to worſhip God at ntght, Apol,cap. 
39.1 Tim.6.1, Tit. 2,10,  -. 
__ 2. In reſpe of their ultimate. 
tendency, they may be fubſcryi- 
ent to.the.glory of God, though 
they have not ſuch an immediate 
connexion therewith; - as when 
we uſe diligence in our particular - 
callings thatwe may have where- - 
with to ſupply the neceſſitzes of 
4 others, . Eph. 4.:28.. to provide - 
ed '-for thoſe belonging to.our 'own 


F 


w_ _ 
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-with-the more freedome | 
wait upon' God, being exempred Jt 
from perplexing Cares, T Cory, ['t 
>5, that we may be freed from |. } 
the temptations of poverty, and | 7 
may not be burdenſome to o- |. 
thers,”Prov.30, 9. 1 Theſ. 4.11, | 1 
Sowhen we (ſtudy that we may w 
excell for the edifying of the | t 
Church, 1 Coy. 14, 12, When J-i: 
weeare, drink, ſe recreations Ir 
char our bodies ray be ſtreng- || C 
thened, Fecleſ; 10. 17, "that {6 [x 
they may be "the more fic ro [0 
ſerve the foul in irs operations, | ti 
tharwe may! y both'foul and bo- '& 
dy be: more fit to honvur God |. 
in oar places, fd in/out civill'vi- {8 
| Tits, . we ſhould conſider what 1.C 
| Ex contribu to our thief Þþ 


hity we may | & 
& I. 


F/ 
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have of doing or receiving good, 


requires this of us, - thatw? may 
_fhew all gentleneſſe towards all 
men, Tit. 3.2. and add te brs- 
-therly — charity, 2: Per. 

EGS: 
3+ Divett: nf Prize alle 
runitiesof communion with'God 
-1n hisqrdinances; fuch as prayer, 
\reading and: hearing the: worgd- 
. Chriſtian prudence muſt alot the 

'time-for theſe, according.to:our 


| occations, opportunities, neceſſt- 


"ties, Pal, 42, 1,2. & 63; T2, 
684. 1, 2& 123.1; a) 9ITLLY 
\Pinſt; They.are-out duty;pett 


['oftha homagewhicibwe owe to 
j-God as our Lord and) ws giver, 
4 by prayer to' acknowiedge: our 
J-dependancy onhiw,Z/el. 55. 2; 


and 


-how-tar our 'Chriſtian proteflion : 


— 
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and ourfabjection to him, by fit- 
ing dowry at 'his feet to receive 

the law from his mouth, to taky] 5 
our inſtruftion from him, Dent] 1 

COOLED 

.- 2+ They are our priviledges þ 
which coſt two of the greateſlf 4 

m1 

G 


-gifts which Heaven could afford] .y 
Eph. 2. 17. The Son-of God, thatl 6 
we might thave acceptance, thi 1 
Spirit of God that we might havi] þ 
\aſiſtance, whatgreater:priviledg,v 
are we :capable of, then at any q 
time to.goand reveale ovr cauſe 
.#0.God,: Jer. 20. 31. to eaſe om gd 
complaints 'befare him, _ to hayq-wy 
leavei'to begge.auything of bim),.. 
Joh. 15./8/2Luk.:xt41:3+ 10 46;$þ 
connſelt. of hizs,. Pal. 119. 244þ 
eſpecially when. his word is thief #5 
miniſtration. of the ſpirit, 2 Cor jce 
| .- 3+ Oh 
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ith 3-; 6+: Gal-3+ 2... there bein | 
v4: ayr communion. with . Gi 
ke transfuſion of (pirxs, he Ao 
#1 aicating his ſpirit or divine Ba- 
| ture to us therein, 2. Cor. 3. 18. 
Sf befides-our own prefling neceſſi- 
ff zigs which ſho guly, daily provoke 
df 45; hereto; the. af tuer we come to 
ll God the more welcome, Cant: 2. 
4d 14. Jer. 2.32, and the more 
T, Daldacde and liberty of acceſle 
Wye: TRTBEs. didule OR 


FPFRCy,,. Þrec 
jd herwixt God ao theſfoul, :: 2 
geading the heart.to commuyniga 


w-with him. 

ml.) 4: Diredt:. Be very ſeriousip 

the periprinance of | 
-be-caretull c0,jayn therein. utteur 
$400 of wind; Exck, 33. 32. . ft 


r dg of heasts BY. 45+ L9«4Hy 


a 2 tention 
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 Fention of affections, Rom. 12.11] 
"At. 26, 7.' and holy feare amll | 
fevertnce,, "Heb. 12:28. Chrt { 
{fans are very faulty in this par f 
ticular; for beſides their rude ir t 
reverent behaviour in holy du t 
Ties, when the beſt fupply thatf * 
, "Wwe can make to the defect of on 
Prayers, {after our hearts have 
been roving and wandering 
therein , notwithſtanding hk 
nog _ we _ ; ket 

them, ). 1s: by re-colle@iat 
Ho the ſtrength x our ſouls ta 
enforce them in-an hearty Amen 
You fhall have men off-che 
knees , (if ever they ' were' 01 
them)or ready to run away fron 

g the duty when it 'growsto 
ar'end, as if they were g A 
Juch a rask Were done; Very] 
bavt 


X i 
1 
, 
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£1 ye oft wondered how ſuch: 


j 
"7 


ophaneſle in - divine worſhip: 


rt ſhould: be conſiſtent with the: 


r 


| frare of God, and yet been loath' 
to condemn thoſe that are gui 


ty.ofit , we ought to give the. 
more- diligent poor, herein. 


cauſe there 1s the {Ajit Hine {pen ve 
in the ſlight perfotthgh c@of ya 


bt F 


ties, which 1s ſpent} in- afl bg &£t-" 
formance of them, . and. a-tnath 
had better ſow his cround ahi A 
good ſeed though: it coſt hinv © 


 deare, then with 'darnell or! 


eockle, though he can have it for 
nothing go, and 2s weloſe the fruit 
of our cuties, and anſwer of our 
prayers when we are flight: in 


44 them, fo we lole the {weetneſle 


a | that iS to be had in communion 


J with God in them, and thazis 


C 3 the 


dead hearts to daties,and'we had| 


, _ need beiwatchfull hercin,becauſd F 


Saranis very” buifte to/interrupr) 
us 'in holy duties, Zak; 3: 12 L 
Zath.3. Te andour own hearts 
are very» apt to wander therein/ 
'. Bernard ſadly 'complains-of this 


is his devout tneditations, cap/87 | 


how he fcarce could attend to his 
_  own'ptayers, -' or mind what he 
| +«fiidm rhem-hind{elf, and'ſo loſt 


the fraicof themy(ee Dyke on the! | 


heart, cap. 2 t. ' 
Now for our help thirein, let 


E- as: firſt confider the nature of 


God with whom we have to do, 
he 13 a.great king, andhis name 
rs dreadfa!l, Mal. 7. I4. :read 
that Chapter througtout, he 
will not bear it to be put off with 
2, | ſlight 
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#1 


ſhght ſervices, he will haye none. 
of his work done negligently.. 
Fer. 48. 10. he will be ſandified 
of all ſuch'as dramneigh to him, 
Lev.10 3. he will be ſerved with 


fear and trembling,” Plal.2.11. 
trembling at the Word-of God 


is the Character of a gadly man, 
Efat. 66. 2,4. E&T410; 3. _ 
2, Let us conſider the nature: 
of the {ervices wherein we have 
tro do with him,and' we may con-: 


'| ſiderthem under a.threefold.no-_ 


tion. Firſt, as duties,. this wHl- "2 
lay an awe upon our conſciences- 
and keep us toa due conſtant ob- 
ſervance of them, it is dangerous 
to free our confcitences from this 
obligation by laying. afide the 0- 
pinion of duty, for we fee by ex- 


perience- how- ealtly men are 


C4 tempted. 
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tempted to a-neglect of thoſe 
things which "they look / upon 
as- only matter'o+ liberty, and 
not as neceſſary'duty, 2, Letus| 
conſider. them as priviledges , 
this will keep, us from that wea-' 
rinefſe which 1s ready to grow 
uponus in them, while we conſi-/l| /# 
| cer them only. as burdenſome 4 

 Tasks, Mal, 1.13. | | E 

2, And from reſting in che h 
| work done, which we ſhall be apt] 9 
| _ to doifwe look upon them only 1” 
as duties, - 0 

2. Letus conſider them asTa- | * 
lents which we muſt give an ac: . 
count of, for ſo they are if we. 
look upon them as means of 
| grace, Luk. 12, 48, this will 
- quicken us up to more earneſt ' 
diligence in the improvernent of * 

them, 


The Prattice of Godlineſs. 3x * 
ſe them, and tor prayer in particu. - 
nf Jar: let me add this one word, 
dj whenever we draw.nigh to. God 
1s4 in it, but let us conſider what it is, 
or what ve are about, viz. The 

| making our requeſt known to 

14 God, by prayer and ſupplica-- 

Þ tion with thankseiving 4 Phil. 

-| 4.6. That {0-we may be turniſh- 

-| edwithexpreſſions, not from our 

, | heads, but from our hearts, 'that - 

| our. words-may.not betetched*: - | 

| from-our memories or-unventi-.: | 
ons, bur. from. our: reall deſires: 
and inward aftectoins. 

| Diret. 5.. Be very careful 
not-to negle& known duties, we < 
uſe to obterve- in -polemicall di: - © | 
vinity;that theplaineſt truths are - | 
leaſt ſtudied, becaule they are ta- | 

1 ken for! granted, and io men .. | 
497 Q.5. think. 


FF 
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think they need not buiſie them 
{elves about them. T'wiſh. we 
could: not:make the like/obſers 
yation.: in -practicall divinity , 


thoughthere is not the like re 
ſon tor. the neglectot the PEAcNc 


that. there is. of -the ftudy- of 
thoſe; things which we know, 


the. end of knowledge i practice, 


Deut.29, 29, But To: 1t-1s nſyal- 
ly, thatmenare very inquiſitive: 
into. choſe; things: which are 


doubtfulasit they wanted matter | 
for the exerciſe of their zealor as: 
if they would complement with : 
God as they ſometimes. dowith 


men, .zelling: him -i&- effect that. 


they do butwait $oraty opportu-! 
20 7. 


nity toiferve him; when the 
ver look ordinary. acknowle 


d utes, likethe - wa whichwere- i 


ad < very- 
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very forward to enquire whether - | 
they thould faſt as they had done 
+ formerly, and in the mean while” 
;| they neglected the duties of mo- 
= ralityy Mic. 6.7, the greateſt 
ef queſtioniſts are many times the | 
F þ leaſt doers, but as LufFs would: 
| fay, God loves not Queriſt as but: | 
Curriſtas, not ſuch as will 'beal-:: | 
wayes enquiring, bur ſuch-as will” 
be active or doing, if you would” 
know more of the mind'of God : 
in things thatare- doubtful; 467 1 
moreot-ywhatyou already know, 
Fohn 7.17. 
_ - D#r&. 6, Labour toknow - 
| the'true bounds'of your Chriſti- 
{| an liberty, Not” that you nay 
walk to the utmoſt extent of ir, - 
forthe ſatisfying of your naturall _ 
defires, nor that you.nmay for any -. ; 

_ | | carnall* 3 


F, 


-- wizh mens humours, bur yet 

+ there may be great uſc of this, 
* -bothin reſpect of ourſelves and 
*- others : men do oft lay unnece\- 


ſary burdens upon themſelves, þ 
binding themſelves where God F 


\ hath Jooſed. them to. their own 


great prejudice, like thole- 1 Cor, 
8.7. inſtances whereof are very 


- obvious». 
- ' But Chriſtians co - uſually 
3 naoft wrong others hereby. Firſt , 


in judging them, and caſting. 


them out of their charity for 
thoſe things which they have,Ji- 


- = 


berty. in, orwhichtbey may-law-- 
tully: do, ffrong- Chriſtians are 


not more ready to deſpi ſe the weak; 


|" then the weak are to judge the 
4 Ts Rom, 14. 3.. and I know 
: not 
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 carnall intereſt baſely _— | 


The Prattice of Godlineſs, 35" *? 
not which is the greater ſin, the 
former for the-moſt part is worſe 
in reſpect of its principle from* * 
whenceit proceeds, bur the lat- - : 
rer*in reſpect ofthe effects of 
& it; but Secondly, Wefurther | -} 
' wrong others-in that we do not 
| leave our ſelves a liberty -where 
. God hathleft it us, for accommo» 
dating our {elves to them, and 
pleaſing them for their good to 
edifi cation,or as others haveit;#n.- 
that * which is good, where we” 
have the true bounds fetto men” _ 
pleaſing, for the matterit muſt 
bem that which « good, we muſt 
not'pleaſe their fintu}l humours, 
or comply with their carrupr 
laſts - thentheremuſt be#right 
end, it muſt be for their edifitati-- 
0x, Rom, 15,2, and'this "oy 
, Ine 


% a3 
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| the Apoſtle himſelf. put in pra- 


b TO; 33%, 


. Dared, 7. Labour to make. 
| the beſt unproyement: of your - 


time, the Apoſtle indeed exhorts 
to redeem time, which 1s an ex- 


prefiton of. doubtfull fignificati- 


Qn, and capable of various inter-. 


pretations, but in propriety of 
{peech,. time that is loſt is not 
| Pofhible to. be redeemed : we 
cannatipoſlibly.xecover milpent 


time. :;1fa man ſuffer weeds to: 


Brow 1n his field, thongh he 
pluck then up before they ſeed, 


= loyl his corn,, yet he loſes {o- 
muchground/as they grow upon: 


| 1o,though God. ſhould pardon. 
the miſpending of our time, yer 


we thallloſe the fryitof what we: 


might 


py pry 
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might have (in that time) ſowen . | 
to the {pirit ;. and as good hyſ- - *? 
bands: will, loſe, none: of theis  ? 
| ground, - but have every parcel Þ 
| bring themforth ſomeching, ſo 
* | we ſhould endeaycur that/every. 
parcell of our time may belown 
with {ome fruitg-of righteout-- 
nefle, yea, we ſhould make ſome 
improvement of that time in; 
which: we do the works of our, | 
particular callings to ſome ſpiri-) ©; 
tuall advantage, (if our 1imploy-- 
ments be ſuchr as exerciſe the; 
hand and not the head) by ſome. 

uſeftll meditations 3 as. ſome: 

will:plant their bedg-roweswith, 
fruit trees, reckoning that.whag : 
they get thereby is-dleare gain, : 
becauſe they: take Up no room, 

| __—_ Pr be put to any other 


_ uſe, 


aſe, ſo what we get by:{uch me- 
- ditations 1s. clearly gained, be- 
cauſe it doth: nor hinder any 0- 
ther imployment; Bur as it is not 
enough tor the husbandman to 
_ fowall his ground, buthe muſt 
obſerve what agrees beſt with 
this or that grain, 'and asit is not | 
ſyfficient that he be alwayes em-' 
*  Ployed, unleſfle he obſerve the 
- - dne (ſeaſon for his (everall affairs, 
{d it is not {ufficient that we be 


alwaies doing. that which is ma-; | 


renally good, but.there muſt be 
a-prudent..choice of the fitteſt 
ſeaſon for every action, for there: 
##' for every purpoſe a time and: 
Tuazement, therefore is the mi-. 
ſefy oF man greatiupon hint, be-. 
cauſe few men have the-wifdonas!. 
to know tumeand judgment, Ec; 
Pe 34's Ps © 5,6, | 
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85,6, buthe is the bleſfed man.  } 
that brings forth! fruit inits ſea: = 
- | ſon; Pal, 1. 3- Yetletnot your: | 
t | fouls enter into the {ecrets of . : 
0 | thoſe, who ſeeming to. them-. 
| ſelves to have a. perfect under-. 
[ 


ſtanding of the times and ſeaſons. 
wherein the things. foretold in. 
” | Scripture ſhall have their accom-. 
| pliſhment,-- think themſelves: 
> | bound to attempt ſuch things as 
' | they ſuppoſe may be helptull to. 
the bringing forth ofthat which, 
thedivine providence {eems, to: 
be travelling with,calling this the. 
work of the day, or of their ge-. 
neration. The good man Moſes. 
ran into this miſtake.,. but he: 
| was glad to flee for it, and keep 

1 ſheep fourty years, till he. had a 

| moreclear call -from God, toun- 
6b: dertake 
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dertake that work which he be- 
| fore knew God had +defigned 
 bim for 4#. 7.23, &c. More 
. particularly let us endeavour to 
improve our time- well when we 
are it company, and when we 
arealone;for ſociety-and ſolitude 
ſhare- our time; | Firſt, In com- 
pany, let us labour to do good 
or to get good, atleaſt that we 
do no hurt nor receive any - and 
to*that end, avoid (as much as 
may be) the faciety'of rhoſe 


are ſuch as are prophane {corners 
arid are much our ſuperiours- and 


conlcience of your words, 1. be- 
cauſe we are very apt to offend 


A 


und at _ PIE a Yael Woo tio” tac e\ rt KY 


with whom we are like neither: 
to do or receive good, and thote | 


and fuch as are meerly. carnal), 


when you are in company make 


ny 
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In them, 2. there. is ſpeciall yotrce 
| tcken of thew;Mal, Je16« --and 3. 
| Wemiffgwean account ofithems, 
- | Mat; ye: 36, 37. and: that we 
p: | =_ never want. matter of uſe- 

full diſcourte, let' us alwayes be 
furniſhed wicky tome protmable 
queſtions to-propound,. 1 K7ng. 
1. 1, &c. Which we. may be 
ftupplyed with, -cither from what 
we hear-or read daily of the . 
Word .of: God, or ſome-paſla- 
ges'of Gods Providence, or our, 
| ownexperience, and thiswill be 
\ [| uſefull both. to. our ſelves and 
- | others, we may hereby increaſe _ 
our own knowledg, and give 0» 
thers occafion for - imploying 

their Talents, which many times 
lye wrapped -up uſcleſfe, either 
through too much -reſerved- 
KC 14[4, nefle 
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neſſe or lowneſle of ſpeech, or | 
an over-awing modeſty, or: be-i| 
cauſe men know not.ſo well-how.| - 
co7- ſuit: their diſcourſes: to-the | 
conditions and © capacities - of | - 
others : and: it will not be alto-| 
-gether it yain:to propound que- 
ſtions.to thoſe that are our equals 
or: below us in underſtanding: 
we may likewiſe take occafion 
from . ordinary occurrences to 
raife -{piritua}} diſcourſes, which] - 
was Chriſts-uſuall practice, Foh. 
A. 10, 6, 26, but 1t 15 ever ne- 
ceſlary that we obſerve the tem- 
pers , faculties, abilities, capa- 
_ cities, conditions of thoſe ith 
whom we have todo ? that we 
may accommodate our ſelves (as \ 
tar as may be) thereunto, this] -- 
will rencer our {ociety mote ac: | 
ceptableſ''; 
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 ceptable -to others, ' more profi- 
:table both to- others: and . our 
ſelyes, by obſerving-mens tem- 
-pers we-may the more eaſily in- 
-finuate - what we- pleaſe © into * 
'them : ' by obſerving their fa- * 
culties and abilities, we may-both 
-pleaſethem-andprofic our telves: 
! becauſe men love to diſcourſe of |; 
"things belonging to theirowu 
faculties , -or wherein their abili- 
ries chiefly lye,'- and about thoſe 
things we-' may expe the 
-moſt ſatisfying anſwers from 
'rhem; if they be: ſuch things as 
' may -be any advantage tous to 


know : if we-ſuit our diſcourſes. | 


- t© mes conditions, it will add 


5] \ much gr aze' and comlineſſeto our 


Is 


-| -butif we donotigall-things 


ef! 


frech, Prover5. 2308625 11. | 
Ss 
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ply our ſelves to mens capaci- 
ties, ' we {hall but weary they, 
andwhat. we labour,ta pouye'in- 
£0 them will run beſide, F0þ,46, 
=_ _— rg gy 

tt to (oy iff #8: MEAY 1 #0 
ſpeak, ne Joif 19, : tQ-/o6w all 
ncekuejje. towards all - meys.,.'41 
ipeakewll, of nave , ualefſe you 
'be —_ —— Tat. >. 'x0 
-beilparing of your promiſes, and 
a6 fpanng of yourfetrets;-unleſle: 
2tb ſuch whole-taithfylneſle, ; you 
have '@xperience of, Or un- 
-lefle they leave as-much in;payn 
- with :you : as you - truſt --with 


M7 100 3:5: S471 © wont 
«with IBRocenece>: that. you mney | | 
. neicherdowerong nor: regeiveg- 
"My, At. 30s 16. Bf. IOT, 2, } 


2. Labd gl | 
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ot 2. Labour to {ſpend your time 
p,| well when you are alone; Take | 
n-| heed to your F bk: Mal. 2. 17. . 
6,1 there is the beginning of all miſe © 
erf bicf, Mat. 15. rg. then 5 Hp 4 
jo| ſeaſon for Satan to come-and | 
[| deal with us about his works 
to of darkneſle,. which he. hath to | 
u} putts ypon, therefore we ſhou 

of Prevent. him by ſome good: and 
d} profitableexerciſe; .if Dawidhad 
e| taken this: courſe,, 2 Saw... | 
ul how much. vill might it haye | 
-| prevented? how - much work 
n| [have welying upon. our hands to | 
h] take up every. ſpare minute. of | 
our lives?. how many things are | 
we ignorant of which we may im- | 
ploy our ſolitary ume about nin 
| formingourſelvesbyseading the | 
4 Word of-Gad,, or uſing te by'p | 
" of | 
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| -of others which we have reacy 
| "at hand in ſuchabundance? orit 
+ We caunot read the Scriptures or 
| ſome other good books, as in a 
journey or 1n- our beds in the 
'nighr, how much work have we 
to do. npon.-our hearts © how 
.many affecions' to quicken by || 
holy meditation © . how many 
| ; doubtsto reſolve, and queſtions | wi 
| ' to anfjver concerning our -own [A 
: ſpiritual! condition by ſelf-exa- Þ1: 
} * mination? And for your helpin 
F "rhefe exerciſes, fpro 
_ © 7. Labour to have the 7rd 5, 
| of God dwelling richly mm you , P94 
& Prov. 6.22, Mat:12.35.- | - 
{ _ 2; Hive thisgood treaſure in} 
"Your hearr diſpoſed "into! ſome F* of 
order”, when* our thoughts: lyef 


j - ona confuled heap, we canner [8 : 
| l0 


=s www _ oz 
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ſo eafily:find out what' we have 
occafion touſe;det us ſometimes 
laok upward to\God: contider- his 
nature, his/arrribures, Pſal;1204, 
34--: his witdome ;; -goodnefle, 
power, faichfulneſle; which lie 
; [hath proclaimed in hisword, ma- 
' nifeſted in tus works;/ eſperally 
\ fin chat work of his! mmanifolt 


OP - WT 78: ON, -- 8 


wiſdome, which.istheſubje&of 
Angels meditation, Epho3i'ns. 
1. Pet.1. 11s; Sometimes bd: dogk- 
\ fi backward on the wayeiof Gods. 
providence toward you; Plakzo, 
$8, 8c; 2 Sam: 22, 1,:8c." of yout 
Jnajes towards, God, 1TmcT 33 
Sometimes1/aok downwards 'inrp 
wr own hearts, theo! mhotwork 


| | 

pf God you car find-there;whar 
> $iemaingers of  ſinare- filtthere; 
- JSomictimesJonk: farward rawards 
SH D Jour 
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your end, Meditate on; Death 
Judgement, Heaven, | Hell.” Sf 
here areother #ſefull: Subjetts, 
asthe love of God, the excellen- 
cy of Chriſt, the vanity of the 
"World, the ſintullneſte of finng, 
the .deceittullnefſe of the heart, 
which Chrittians of ordinary c+ 
Pacittes thatare acquainted with 
'the Scriptures, and uſe ro hear # 
Sermons, .may eafily improve| ge 
by Meditation co the quickeninÞ. 
ot theiraftecions, and ftrengrinſs 
ening their reſolutions, and malke].M 
your choice”of theſe Subje&G 
2o-meditate on according to you lie 
preſent {tare as'iin profperity] fo 
ofthe thinking of tuch things's me 
may keep'your! hearts'Jow, 8] ea 
your former condition and Go] ve 
gracious providence in. raiſing] i 
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u up; if your- condition: haye 
meh 6. work; G##.32. 
19.,(12252mm, 718; however” of 
the varitty of the Creature, the 
brevity of life, the Jays;of Hea- 
yen, (5.10 adverſity chole faeh 
matter of Meditition,as-may:be 
molt fit rowork'you. to patience 
arid contertednefle, Mic! 7. 9. 
Ezra9.13: and. then wk aili- 
| ger fearch into a gre on wat, 
Pla 77- 8.5; (33.2: : 
3; Raiſe: op matter of holy 
2 (een from earthly things; 
0 fe _ done- _— Os 
7 1n this exerciſe, © 
1] forth Heavenly: ſtatis oy 
| pare S m {milmudes cake from 
oo 16'thatalmoRt e- 
; very reature, every aftion. may 
get fome _ Meditation 


to 
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6 tous, if we-be. travelling, if W fo 
. Jee-a. pleafane way! and''mudſT; 
2,company; we do not*conſidef ;4 
:that, butwhar way it is that leadf oy 
.to the-place we:go;to, ſothough . 
the way of fipne be pleaſant 2a: thi ſe 
| - -fleſhyrand. moſt: walkt it,” Ma of 
-7s_.13;; 14.;,that-ſhould! bem ex 
.temptation. to -us;;:becaule thall c< 
.doth not lead to. Heaven whithd: 
we go.It we meet with bad lodsf fo! 
ing or mean entertaimment:{{ oi 
our Inne, Wwe know. it 1s/but fe 
a night, and we ſhall+have' bet C1 
-when we come-to: our journefl me 
ead, ſothough we have but baff 
Antertainment in-this/world;; wi in 
are but ſtrangers, ithis is butou 
Inne, we {hz1l be better accom hi; 
dated when; we come-to: tholf thi 
Manſions which Chriſt i gonebll pri 
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of fore to prepare for ms, Joh. 14.2, 
h L4 lite parfon 'may-* be 
raiſed from moſt OCCUrrences' of 
our life. k 3Y 
{Dired#, $. Letus continually” 
M ſet before us the perfect pattern: 
ofrour T:ord"Feſus;' weatemore 
lf eaſily led by examples thei pre-- 
Ws cepts, . and 'Chriſt- is the only 
ef pert e& pattern; others are'to be 
Fj followed ſo far only as they fol-" 
Y low-him;1 Gord Tx) xy ff 59252 
al Not that- all the a@ions of 
« Chriſt are immitable, he was not 
F meer: man, bur God alſo, and 
a Mediatour betwixtGod andMan.” 
A and what he did as'God.,” or 2s” 
a Mediatour: we cannot -iniitate: 
# him in, but there are divers 
things wherein the Scr,pture 
hl propounds his examples ro us' 
D 1 for 


© fori Fn, As 
4: have,.Eph, $6132 < I Joh! 

FIGS 1 151:1330 TIO Of! 

2, Meekneſſe and Hawhilingy 

Mat. -LIs 39. Jobb, X31 fa Rom. 


IS. B3fq 2 
my "SME den if dniath Ito [7 uGs 
zods ky: Gore p, » »g 
th Patiene; Pet 221, 
5 cAaking: i: hu--work to ys 
gon, At. Oy 28, and theſe ate 
Braces "which carry a greatfiroabs| 
h3ll-the paſlages/obf ow! lives. 

- Now: the-example' of Chriſt 
doch not--only ſerve for our di- 
reation., - '{o. 28 we ſhould: oft 
rhink with. our: {clyes th the cons 
duck and -manggement of the afs! 
fairs-of our lite, - what Chriſt: 
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himſelf would c&, or how he 
would catyyt bunlelt in;ſ\uch , 
Caig 
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\j. caſe, wewe He upon earth again + ,, 
| a5 formerly, that we may behave 


. would go before them,. andrhey 


he.calls us tO ſuffer 2 bat he hath j 


our ſelves after the ſame manner,;. - 
but 2, It may be for our encous: 

ement ,. he is of a mean baſe+ | 
ſpit that will not follow where } 
lus generall leades. : 'Fherefore» 4 
Cato when he was .to leadnas: 7 
ſouldiers through a place of dan- 
ger and difficulty, told then he: 


ſhould not ſee him drink while | 
they were thirſty; nor-take his : 
cafe while they were weary, nor 
ſee any.thingin him which ſhould+ * 
difference him art all tromia;'com- 1 
mon ſ{ouldier, Lacan, 11b.9.;: So | 
Chriſt may fay to us; hetook- } 
upon him the zeaneſt condition;- | 
Phil.2,6, theres nothing which: 


D.4 Auffered 


ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo be 


EF nets. 28, 7 
" {+ Drredt, 9, Every night take 


'E day paſt,and examine your {elves 


ſtant frame of your heart hath 
been,.. what you have done, up- 


betn with the warrant of Gods 
Word, {or what end, whether 


ll D571 T1 have 


52 The Prattice of Godlineſſe.* | * 
{ſuffered worſe for us,why ſhould{| 
not we then take up our croſſe aud; 
go.after him? Yea, 2, after |his: 
ſuffering he was Crowned with! 
Glory, Heb. 12, 2,73. Soif we 


F > glorified with him, Rom, 8. 17. 


an. account of the pailages of the: 
bow you-haveoblerved the tore-/ 
mentioned rules, what the con=. 


6n what:grounds,whether it have | 


| 1t hath had any tendency to. rhe 
| glory.of God, any ſubſerviency 
| to your chief end, whether that - fc 


d 
4: 
$ 
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|] have beenin your intention, what 


opportunities you have negledt- 
ed of 'commumon with God; 
what hath been the carriage of 


{your heart in holy duties, how: 
[you have behaved your ſelves in” 


company , . what. good you have: 


done, whether any have been'the: 


- better for you,” or you for them; 
Jyhat you have taken into the 
Ueord treaſure of your hearts, and. 
f hat you have laid out, Matthi1 2; 
435. what temper. your: heart > 


hath been in when alone, .and ſo : 
you may goe over the {everall-: 


[patlages of the day - hereby you- 


ll alwayes be.in ſome: good! 
preparation tordeath, :1t willnot 7 


Purprize : you 'wholly  unready; .. 
; when you daily caſt:up Your ac--.. 


counts, you will be betrer  ac- 


2 D 5 quainted 


56 7 he Praftice-of Gadlineſſe. 
quamted with your own {pirituall 
eftite,, you will ſee whar pro- 


Srefle you:make!/in the way to-| 
wards Heaven, what ground you 


gain.of your corruptions,. where 
Satan. hath moſt advantage 4- 


ganft.you, what finne you: aref 


woſt:trequently overtaken with, 
 whatis the weakeſt place at your 
ſoul, you will lkewite be kept 
hereby from lying long in any. fi 
unrepented of , . it Puvid has 
conſtantly obſerved 'this:courlte, 
| he had never lyen fo-long as: he 
did incarnall fecurity, yau- may 
likewiſe do well ro take fpectall 
notice: of the /paflages of: Gods 
pravidence towards:yon. And: to 
keepz record or journall of the 
more remarkable p2flages of 
your lives, is 2 practice _—_— 
© 30 jp 
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ded by divers godly men from - 
their own experience , for dl--: 


rection wherein you may {erve - 


yaur {elves of the uſefull labours 
of my worthy Friend Mr Beadle, 
in his diary of a thankfull-Chri- _ 
ſttan,, and further this review 


_of Gods dealings with you: and: 


your carriage towards him, will 
turniſh you with matter of con-- 
teſion, petition, thanksgiving, 
and put you upon the freſhexer- 
ciie of your faith, and renewing: 
your hold on Jeſus Chriſt in'yous; 
Evening Prayers 1! 17-5, 
Dire&..10, Awake with God- 
is the Mornine,. I have. difpoled 
of this rule here, becaule of the. 
dependance which it hath on that 
which goeth before : this was 
Davids: praftice., Pſalm 139. 
I7, 18. 


; thoughts, - 2. e; the thoughts 
_ which1T have of thee; theafhx 


inthe hebrew notes, oft the Ob- / 


 je&tand not the Subje, as Ger. 
I6.5;Fer,32\40, 


'F. God viſits #8\eery- morn- 


ing; Fob 7.18. Lam.3. 23. 

2; Then our hearts are- fitteſt 
for Heavenly Meditation, when 
our ſptirits'are refreſhed, and 
- our-hearts have not. 'yet beenin- 


tangled 'with'the things of the 


world: | 
3. It holy thoughts do not 


firſt takeplace, ' Satan will ſoon | 


thruſt in, 94r hearts are' (as Ber- 


S nardiaith)' Uke a'mill that'grinds 
every thing that 4s" put upon tt, 
whether Tood or bad, | Med, dewvot. 


cap.10, iee there how he coms. 
LILY plains 
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_ 15,18, How precious-are thy | 
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plains of the ſad effe of giving” 
way to evill thoughts, -how his' 
heart -was © thereby” eſtranged” 
trom the love * of * Heayenly 
things. 
4. This is neceſlary for get- 
ing our hearts into a right frame, 
for walking with 'God all the 
day, if we wonld have our watch 
go rightall the day we muſt wind 
Te up in the morning, ſo we had 
need to wind up our heartsevery' 
morning. if we would order our 
converſation” arieht, 1. Then 
Jet us meditate on the 'gooneſſe 
of God towards us particularly 
the night' 'paſt; 'OUr protection, 
preſervation , refreſhment” <that: 
God ſhould think of us, when 


we cannot think. of hirn,. © rake* 


care of us when we cafi take nord 
.- of 
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of our ſelves, watchover us while 
we ſleep, keep us from ſleeping 


the {leep of death, and bethink | 


your ſelves what thanks you 
ſhould render to the Lord for 
his gracious dealings with you, 
and how you may return the uſe 


of that life to him which he re-- | 


ftores to. you every morning and 


tothis end, 2. review the ac- | 


cunt which you took of your 


{elves . the night betore , fee. 
wherein it was that you was moſt 
ealtly. overtaken, where Satan 


Sot. an advantage againſt you , 
whether you were not ready to 
offend with your tongue in com- 
"x! Frknouny your heart did not 
ſealfrom you 1n holy duties, whe- 
ther vain thoughts did. not de- 


your the time of your ſolitude, 


' what 


The Pradtice of Godlanefſe. 6x 
what baits youtound your hearts 
moſt ready torile to, what are 


_ the uſuall; qut-goings of your 


hearts, what evill haunts they 
have ; whether pride and. vain 
gory , {eniuality , rath anger , 
peeviſhneſle, impatience,or what 
other ſinhath the greateſt advan- 
tage. againſt you : and confider 


' what temptarions you are like 


commeet with that day which may 
moſt endanger you, and having 
found. out the -plagye of your 
own hearts, 3.Furmuthyour ſelves 
with the ſtrongeſt arguments 
againkt ſuch a fin,(which you may | 
gather upas you meet, with them, | 
in your hearing or readjng,). and; 
entorce them, upon: .YOur.. 0 nm. 
ſouls by communing with your 
hearts, till you bave. brought 
your 
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your {elves to ſome fixed reſo- 
lutions of cleaving to the Lord, 
AQ. 11.' 23. Pſal, 119, -106. 
fome adviſe us for theconfirm- 
ing our reſolutions, to lay ſome 
penalty upon our ſelves-every 
time we fail of making «them. 
good, of which you may lee ſe-- 
yerall inſtances in Drexelizs his 
Triſmegiſtus Chriftiame, lib. 1, 
| cap. 6. But although ſome of* 
F- them {avour too much of Popiſh: 
* Sbperſtition; yet godly forrow 
doth work an holy revenge'; 
2 Cor.7.11. which we may take: 
pon our ſelves, by denying our 
ſelves the ufe of oyr lawfull li- : 


berty in-thoſe things wherein: 
we have abuſed it,or: wherein we - 
are in danger, again to abule.it- 
if we ſhould take1t ; and watch». 
WD? ag 
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Ing our own hearts as we would” 
watch a thief, 'when we are-caft 
. | upon Auch' "temptations a& we 
- | bave formetly been eafily enſna-” 
: fred by Prov.23. 1,2. 4-Havings 
' | by the forementioned Meditati-- 
. | ons: brought our hearts toſ6mhE? 
+ | fixed reſolutions,/ler us not'truſt* 
- | toour own purpoſes, but in the: 
next place, - goto God, in whom 
we have both ſirength and righ-' 
rrortneſſe, Elay. 45.24. and com-:* 
mit the keeping of our ſouls to hins 
in well doing,1 Pet.4.19. and as 
we may be turniſhed with mat- 
ter for our Prayers in the even- 
ing, from the account which we 
take/of our- ſelves; fo! in the 
morning from' our early Medita- 
tions,- and that is the reaſon why 
| have not (as many others thas 

or - write 


f 
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wrilte exerciſes of devotion) et« 


” » 
£4 


therlet down any form of Pray- 


ex, or; directed you -toany, he 


willaot need any form of Prayer 
that. practices thele duties, to 
lead his affections, or teach him 
9exprels his deſires before God 
is eeret, and for family duties, 
1tis not my purpoſe here to treat 
of them: and if any ſhall obje& 
that this exerciſe in the morning, 


_ .. Iequires -more- time then- they 
"@aſ{pare, being forced toarile 


to their labour affoone as they a» 
wake : IT anſwer, Chriſtians 
may- abound in theſe things as 
their occaſions will allowgthem, 


fone. I know cannot ſpend (o 


much tmeinthem as others,but. 
they may be the briefer, and it 
they ſhould have no more time 


_— te. 
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to-ſpare then while they are pat” © ; 


| ingqn their cloathes, they may! 
briefly ran-over f fone tuck. —Y 


” 


Lo ©» 


C | in'their” thoughts; as] have 

| retedthem to, and make _ 
1 | ply to! the! want of -time, boys 
| | more arneft. intention” of theo 
»| #inds, 46 what: they arc nr 
l 6d in. | 

t 

I 

[ Aving' m the fore H- 
a - ig the rein the 
| work of ſelf examination'to 
S] Chriſtians, as an exerciſe which 
$ 


may juſtly challenge a part of 
their {olitary houres, and confi- 
dering tow unskiltull many-are 
therein, and-yet how neectull it 
5 for getting and maintaining al- 
ſurance which is not only ſo ge- 
nerally 
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nerally defired-of all Chriſtians, 
but of ſuch uſecous, in the per-! 


formance of, duties, bearing af-! |: 


flictions, 'refiſttivs temptations: 
(three things wherein.our Chri- 
ſtian buſineſſe chiefly lies) I have 
thought.good to: add:(omerhing 
here tor the help of; the weak 
therein : I know many haye at 
large treated of this thing, and to 


more ſatisfa&:on then I can here | 


expee. to. give: yet it will (I 


beleeve); be an advantage to | : 
{ome, to have. theſe briet dire- 


ctions at hand, and others which 
need them not, may let them a- 
lane, and they will be no burden 
to them, T ſhall comprize what 
I have to ſay herein under theſe 


two directions. LI 


I, Make choice of 'fit rules to | 


mea {t ure 
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|" oifove your condition by. © | ik 


'2.' Be careful rightly to 4 by 
68on ſelves to Gl e 694 wv 0 
- may make a true Judgment of your 
condition thereby. * 

For the Firſt; ' The rule that 

ealute-your ſelf by, "muſt 
fo neithet toolong tior tooſhort, 
but adzquate tothe ſtate of a 
Chriſtian, that is ,- it muſt not be 
ſo long as that all Chriſtians Catl- 
: not reach it; '\nor-ſo'ſhort as that 
it will nor reacha true Chriſtian, 
| burſuch as will fit every ſincere 
| believer: and none elſe'; ſome 
F judg of themſelyes by ſuch trials 
:or evidences , -a$/are competent 
'6nly/rof thoſe that are'of an high 
'growthin Chriſtianity, and tiave 
. attained to a great meaſure of 
grace: ; theſe hearing ſome (per- 
— 


| 68 The £raffice of Godiineffe. 
3 haps) glorying ia-cheic ſpiricugl 
ments. and-.. attainments 
Fa teſtintgay. of the {pirir, che 
Weet raviſhmeats of their ſoules 
in communica with Jeſus Chridt, | 
their | contempt; of the world. 
(yherhes Aalyor PoGod knows) 
=_ ingthe-ſtatc 


ofa Clniltian,. o 7 ren rather 
whazof .right.c ſhould be, hou | 


FS &%& 4 


'whatindeed is is,- what Chrifti- 
ans oughc xo.he, rather then: what 
they) ing thennelves:.tobe. Orit 
"may: be, reading'in Scripture the 
Jig ſtrains of. othess devotion, 


Nuvid's panting after, God, 


Pals. 1-0 » IorF6- , his" fobowing 
BY - himniP Gl, 6391 861ckus 
. dueling with: God by Haawuenty 


- Med abiaps, Þll, £39 37;'1 
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deſire of being withChriſt ingld- | 
ry.,Phil.1/23:the ltability and E&- 
vennets of his ſpirit in-every vie = 
dition, Ph3.4.12.they begitt tol& | 


- ment their Grery cogeliriving tak 


it is not thus with me; how un- 
like am Ito others of the Chiſ- | 
dren of God *'thefeare things - 
which I am fo far from'havi 
attained to, that I diſpair of ever 
reaching them. But I may(wth 
a little alteration of the —— 
words, 2 Coy. 10, F2.) {ay'ot 
theie, that meaſuring themſelves 
with others they oo = wiſe, theſe 
things may ferve' for the triall-of 
the growth of their E not of J 
the' reuthi of it - they may « 
cover rheir- imperfections, not | 


' their unſoundnefle, thiey may be 


matter of humiliation and emu- 
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Jation to: ſuch:.as;haye | not at- 
- 4aned; thereto, - by not of dif4 


£@iragementoor diſpaire. Others 
onthe other hand; blefſe them- .| 


felves-ia a, faire. -civill depoct- 


amend, in aſpecious:-performance | 


of duties of -juſtice. and chaxity 


towards men,'and piety towards - | 


God: now, theſe things are good 
-and it1is both. honourable to our 
,Chriſtian profeſſion, and com- 
Fortable to; our ſelves, to have 
Ttheceltimony of our,conſciences 
. concerning. theſe. things, _ but 
theſe alone do not reachthe ſtate 
: ofa trug believer; Paul attained 
:thus, far. betare ! his, converſion, 
Phjl. 3s $s86c-, Sothatyguiſce 


' ;wihout.a caretull obſervation of | 


- 
— ry % «d 
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| down; We ſhallbein danger, 
\ either of diiquieting our ſelves 
þ with needleſle fears, or flattering 
_ | 10ur ſelves with yain and gr ound- 
lefle hopes. 
Fe You muſt carefully apply 
[your ſelves to theſe rules ; Ita 
man have the moſt exact mes- 
ſureor rule, it he do not rightly 
 ?pply what he hath to meaſure 
thereunto, but either ruffle it up, 
or ſtretch it too much out, he 
will never take a right meature 
of it, Chriftiansare uſually ye- 
ry inquiſitive after true marks ar 
evidences of 4 juſtiheag perton, 
[and when they come toa Minty 
-ſter to.contult about their (piri- 
tuall condition, or-hear thetm up- 
. | en an ule of examination, they 
Hog preſently to hear whether 
| E . they 


they ſhall be ſaved or damned : as 
if Miniſters could as infallibly' 
tell chem their future condition, 


-as Conjurers pretend to tell metf} i 


their fortune,when alas, atter all 

the directions that weare able to 
give, the greateſt woi kremains 
tor Chriſtians to do themſelves, 
and if they be not faithfull to 
themſelves therein, it is impoſſi- 
ble for us tohelp them. 


1, Then labour ro be well] 


acquainted with yourown hearts, 


obſerve diligently the carriage off 


them, their riſings to or cloſings 
with the baits of Satan : their 
 complyance with temptations? 
their reſentments after flips or 
falls ,, how they are affected 
with them , the outgoings - of 
. them rorwards Gol, and towards 

V3ide the 
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the Creature , what are their u- * 
T fuall hauars, in ſhort , be as cy- 


rious and criticall in obſervi 
your ſelves, as thoſe who are the 
greateſt buſte bodies in other 
mens matters can be in the ob- 
ſervation of others : that ſo you 
may not be ſtrangers at home, 
but may accoring to the ſage pre- 
cept of the heathen, know your 
ſelyes. 

2, Donot judge your ſelves 


| by any pargicular a&ton, or by 


the frame of your ſpirit at ſome 
feaſons; for an' Hypocrite may 
fometimes do that which is ma- 
terially good, as a Godly man 


| may ſometimes do that which is 


evill; whereof David, Sampſon, 
Peter, and others in Scripture, 
re {ad inſtances, ſo a wicked 
p:- ; or man 
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man may ſometimes have his 


heart in a ſerious frame, under 
the {marr of {ome outward affli ; 


#103, (when ſence convinces 


them of that, which at other] 


times they Xe backward tg 
beleeve) as P[Al. 78. 24. Or Un» 


der powerfull convict:ons of the| 


word,as tnole compared with the 
Hon Ground, Luk, 8. 13, - 104 


godly man may ſometimes bein| 
a wotull trame, as David,2 Sam. | 


IT, One would have thought chat 
had never. known him before, 


that he had been a man of a (ears | 


ed conſcience, that had ſung a- 


way.Care, and baniſhed the fear | 


of God fr om betore his eyes,and 


Fonah was little better, Fonah| 
4.9.but we muſt obſerve whats | 


tneconſtant habituall frame of 


QUL 
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our hearts, 2hd'the orditiary car-" 


| riage of our lives: a godly man' 
in Scripture is deſcribed, not by 


his particular a&tions, but by his 


walking, which'imports: his ſet- 


led'conrfe,' and the generall te- 
nonrof: his converſation, Pſa.11. 


' I19. Row, $. 1. indeed to be 


frequently overtakenwithfinne. 
is2n ill ſign,” yet ro determine 
how oft a godly man may be. 


. overtaken by temptatien;or how 


many finfull -a@tions are incon- 
fiſtent with ſincerity ; is as im- 


| poſſible in Divinity, astoderer- 


mine in morality, how many 
actions goto the acquiring of an 
habit. In fuch a caſe there is 
much need of a f{pirituall diſcern-- 
ng, and a prudent weighing'of: 
particular-circumſtznces, for the 

BE 3. making 


making of a.right and ſafe judg; 
ment.” 


 3.'Injudging our ſelves, we 
muft have {ome reſpect to natu-: 


rall temper and inclinations, and 


to the temptations which our; 
condition Jaies us moſt open to., 
A little Sugar ſerves for ſweet 
wins, bur there is more' requir-. 


ed to {weeten that which is more 
ſharp, ſo, a littlegrace .makes a 
great ſhew in ſome tempers, and 
a great deal {ſcarce appears in 0- 
thers, as an eminent man ſaid of 
one, now in Heaven; that he 
had grace enough tor Ten other 
men, but ſcarce enough tor him- 
ſelt, which he would himſelf be- 
wall, faying,he had ſuch a crook- 
ed nature, thatif God had not 
even him grace, none would 
have 
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have bin able to live a day with 
him. Solikewiſe the more inoffen 
fivelives of ſome men, it may be 
imputed rather to the want . of 
temptations, then to a greater 
meaſure of grace, The- truth 
is, a mans ſincerity 1S much diſco- 
yered, in keeping him from his 
own iniquity , Pal. 18.23. and © 
overcoming temptations. when 
he is aſſaulted therewith, Prov. 
24, 10, Yetleta man have an 
equall tincture. of ſupernaturall 
race in all the affections of his 
toul , Let the Spirit of God dit- 
fuſe it {elf like leaven, indifte- 
rently through the whole lump; 
yea, let a man beſtow allo the 
moſt care in watching his own 
heart, in ſome particular ourge- ? 
ings of it, he ſhall notwithſtand- 

E 4 ing! 


POT. 


finnes:are with the moſt difficul- 


| mminanC-in one age, ſome in ano- 
2 Tim. 2. 22, and infirmities 


God 1k ewile ſuirs mens tempers. 
many times, tothe imployments 
| which he reſerves them for : Mo- 

ſes was the meekeſt man on earth, 
Num; 12:3, and fo he had need 
tg be, who had' ſuch a perverſe 
þ.ptovoking generation of men to 
| deal with, Zuther was a fierce 
| hot” ſpirited man, and he was 
| theteby fitted. for -the - work 
bet * which 


ry mortified, which our naturalt 
remper doth moſt diſpoſe us to, 

Some affetions are more predo-: 
F * ther - there are youthful luſts, 


more. proper' to old age, So 
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ing find himſelf moſt . defective! || 
in-that: very:thing ;. and (as Dr- | 
Prefton rightly obſerves) thoſe 


— 
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which-he-had to do, which was 
to ſtand 35a brazen. wall againſt . 
the whole world, and choller-; ON 
not only Cos ingenit, to whet 
the wit (as the Philoſophers lays). 
but it acsvigour /and attivity;to. 
- mens ſpirits, fitting them ” or « 
8Ction, as the ſting in the Bee, - 1 
| without which the is bur a drone; ; 
| and1 aminclinableto- think, har : 
Znther had as much of the orace 
of *meekneſle as of - charity or 
| bounty; but being of a generous 
- ſpirit naturally, - he would fay 
| he never toand the leaſt inchna-' 
tion. to covetuouſneſle, ihereas! 
his 'paſſionare fiercenefle made” 
his converſation very unpleaſf ing, 
and put poore Melanehor to cry. 
| out, Vince animosamque LUAN, 
qr cater vinrie SO\OF remp-* _ 
et E5 tations, \4 
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tations, they may - make thole 


graces yield, wherein Chriſtians 


(it in any) do moſt excel}, as we 
ſee in the caſe of Fob, who was 
2n eminent example of patience, 
Jam.5. 121, yet we do not ob- 


{erve in his Story; that anygrace | 


which he had gave out ſomuch as 
his patience, ” becauſe that bare 
the burden 2nd heat of the day; 
his condition' did moit Exerciſe 
that :. and this muſt be obſerved 
both in judging our ſelyes,and 0- 
thers ; thou perhaps ſceſt more 
failings in another then in thy ſelf 
it {0,and that thou, art not-par-= 


tial ro.rhyſelf,yet this may be,not. | 


becauſe thou haſt more gr2ce, but 
Leauſe he hath more temptations. 


4. Take heed of prejudice; L 


mean, any. thing: that may. COr- 
rupr 


nd. 
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| ſelf. There are ſome things 


| who may be thought to have 


| ſelves. There are many graces, 


fefts, We ſhall ſee that this made- 


bis cenverfion then he did be- |; 


rupt thy judgment in trying thy. 


which make Chriſtians ſeem 
lefſe in their own eyes , then 
they are: and that. is the reaſon 
phy we ordinarily hear thoſe , 


the beſt hearts, making the ſ{ad- 
deſt complaints againſt them- 


the more a Chriſtan hath of 
them, the worſe he thinks of 

of himſelf; the more knowledg. | 
a Chriſtian hath, the more he - 
ſees of the extent of the Law of 
God, and the more clear appre- 
henfion he hath of his duty; and, 
{o he ſ{ees_ more of his own de- 


Paul think worſe of him{elf after 


fores. | 


+ 
. o 4 
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fore; -if we compare Phil. 3.5.6. 
with Rom. 7. 9. 2, The more 
livelineſſe and tendernefle of {pi- 
rita Chriſtian hath , the more 
ſenſible he is of his corr uption; 


-TY thoſe who» are more tendes- | 
and delicate, are more-tr oubled: 


at ſuch things as are offenfive to 


them, then thole who are of a 
more dull heavy temper, 3. 


The more humihty a man hath, 
the:meaner thonghts he hath of 
himfelf, and of lis {ervices. 4. 
The more loye a man hath toJe- 
fus Chriſt, rhe more. free he is 
'of his ſervice ro. him,” and, fo 
"more «fected with his own infir- 
"miries,. when he fats. ſhort of 


"what he hath an heatt.to. do for 


*Hhim,. 5. The more 'the ſonl 


bangers ard thirf's after righte- | 
onſneſſe; 
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ouſneſſe ; The lee doth. an 
mealure of grice ſeem, Which it 
hath already received: as 2.cove- 
reous man, - who thirſts after 
- moxe wealth, is alwayes com- 
plaining of his poverty, ..and 
' thinks that to be nothing which 
he hath already. And as the 
' beſt Chriſtians do oft thus 
wrong themlelves, {o other that 
have lefle of thele graces, are 
prone to think | too highly of 
themielves; 
Nov. before 1 conclude, I 
mult ſy ſomething in anſwer to 
a queſtion, which will be caſi 
occaſioned, by what bath bin a 
ready ſpoken. Since we are to 
try our ſelves by an adzquate 
rule, and by ſuch evidences as 
are competent. ro” all juſtified 


perſons, F 
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pericns, znc to them cnly, what 
ure thoſe proper Charatters of 4 
trne Chriftian ? ] c:nnot here 
difcourſe at I:rge of the ſeverall 
oraces of the ipirit, and ſhew 
1 they mzy be diftinguiſted 
from their counterteics ? yer that 
Imay do ſomething towarc's the 
ſatisfaction of Chriſticns in this 
- Particular z I ſhall firſt endea- 

- your to explain the true nature - 
_ of ſaving faith, and then rocil- 
cover fo far asIT am able, what is 
the genuine temper and diſpo- 
{ition of a Child of God. 

For the Firſt, It is that which 
our ſalvation depends upon, and 
TIchoole alwayes to deſcribe it,in 
the words of our common-Cha- 
- rechiſme, which 1 would never | 
willingly ſwerve from, bur keep 
K.  -- 
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cloſe to, that ſo Chriſtians may 


' be more ſecure in. entertaining 


the truth, and free from ſuſpici- 


on of being miſguided by the ſin- 


eular notions of a private {pirit: 
Now there it is de{cribed,a {ave- 
ing grace , whereby we receive 
Jeius Chriſt, and reſt upon him 
tor ſalvation, as heis offered to 
us in the Goſpell. I confeſle,] 


| 'donot look upon this 3s an accu- 


rate-cefinition of Faith, proper- - 
ly ſo called; yet, as conlenant to 
the Scriptures manner of teach- 
ing, Divinity being a prafticall 
dtFipline, the holy Ghoſt. in 
Scripture deth-not define things 
as a Philoſopher, by their genms 
& drfferentia,but by their effedFs. 
See the Scriptures definition of | 
wiſdeme,' Job 28. 28. of 419/of | 

| | T YT 
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lede, "Jer. 1 E: 22; of faith, Heb. 
11, « of the feare of Ged, Pro. 
8273. of the love of God, 1 Joh. 
5.3. of Religion, . Jam. 1. 27, 
Faith is ptoperly an aflent ro a- 
ny thing upon the authority of 
him that : thrms it, and fo more 
particularly divine Faith, is an 
aſſent to any truth. upon Gods 
authority : but becaute 1t 15 not 
ſo eafie to make aright jirge- 
ment of the 2&s of the under: 
ſtanding , 2s they have an ex- 
iſtence 1 Their Subject, however 
we miay y ſpeak ſomerhing of -the 
Niferetice of them, as they are in 
their 7dea * the Scripture takes 
notice of them*when they come 
lower into the Will, and ob- 
ſerves what work they make, or 
what effec they have there; and- 
thereby 
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thereby judges whether they bt 

. | right or no; butler mealittle 

, | explain this diſcription of Faith, 
nat{@ we may the better under- 
and the nature of it: It is called 

4 Grace, becauſe it is 2 gift freely 

given, Eph. 2.8. aſaving Grace, 
becauſe it 1s one of thoſe things 

which accompany - Salvation, 

Mark 16, 16, Itis faid tobe a 

grace whereby we receive Feſae 

Chriff, Now I confefle Ido not 

lee that the place uſually aledp- 

ed for the proot hereof, Fohy 1, 
12, doth convincingly prove it, 

fince it may be otherwiſe! ex- 
Founced, what mconvenience 

would follow, if we ſhould take 

| the word receivein a larger ſence 

as itis uſed, Mat.10.14, and the 

words following not exegetice, 

AS mm 

, 4 
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before, but reſtrictive, as alimi- 
tation thereof : the like refliicti- 


on we have, Pſal.145. 18, yet | 


Faith may properly be called a 
s receiving of Feſus Chriſt , it 
being the firſt act of the Will a- 
bout che means leading to our 


end; which act the Schoolemen/ 


callEle&tion, (hence 1 ſuppoſe 
Dr Ames Rolloc, and others bor- 


xow this term, which they wake | 
uſe of in explaining-the nature of | 
Faith,) which they make to be, 


an accepting of this' or that 
means, or choſing it before 0- 
thers, (by the approbation of 
the judgement) as beſt conduce- 
ing. to the attainment of our end, 


- .Or to ſpeak more plainly , and ( 


properly, (which is beſt,) if we 
| | conſider 


as 'an expoſition of what went 


| 


| conſider Jeſus Chriſt as the gift 
-going ceſcription,) Faith is our 

| Covenant, ſtriking hands with 

| ſtand here to examine. how-ne- 


| making a thing our own., ot a 
| gift properly tous; or whether 2 
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of Ged, offered t# us. in the Goſ- 
pel, (as is expreſſed in the fore- 


receiving of him., accepting of 
Gods offer, taking hold on. Gods 


him ,- .conſenting freely. that 
Chriſt ſhall be ours, : I cannox 


ceſlary our acceptatien is,. tothe 


man may in any caſe have , not 
only jus ad rem Or tithe , butja 


| in re or Poſſeſs10n,, without his 


conſent or acceptance: remem- 
bering the end of my diſcourſe , 
which ſuch difquifitions would 
.haye little tendency to, There- 
fore to proceed; It is added in 


this 
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Falvatioy; The former words 


do aptly exprefle the firſt a& of | 


Faith, which is the fouls fixing, 
ve. pitching” upon Chriſt in it 
choice, ' as the only {ſufficient 


means. of Szvation /: Fheſe 


words hold forth the porro eſſe; 
{as'T may {peak) of Fazrh, or the 
roatrnued att of it, upon the ſouls 
former choice © So that as a learn- 
ed man, D*Wallzsin his moſt in- 
genious-anſwer to theL, Bro.doth 
well obſerye, it is all one.-whe- 
ther we make Faith tobe a re- 
ceiving of Chriſt for our Savi- 
'our, or a reſting upon him for 
Salvation : Some chooſe to ex- 
| + by the former a&, ſome 
dy the latter : for the latter doth 
co neceflarily 


this diſcriprion'of Faith, thatit | 
Is2 +eftipe upon Jeſu Chriſt for 


oO CD wo Cre i Urs, Ma i C7, 
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| Jonah 2.4. Mic. 7. 7. this a 
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neceſſarily ſuppole the former, 
_ and the former immediately\nfer 
the latter; if we conſider: how: 
"Chriſt is offered in the Gofpell,, 
that is as the only Saviour, Ada 
4. 12, and as a ſufficient Saws- 
0ur, Heb. 7. 25. but here ob- 


ſerve, that by a reſting on-Feſus 


Chriſt, we do not mean-a com> 
| firmed hope, or a certain expetta- 
tion of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt; 
this is an effe&# of afſurance, but 
the leaning, rolling, ſtaying, of 
the foul upon Jeſus 'Chriſt, which 
we may conceive of, by the rjo- 
tion which the Scripture. oft 
holds it forth under, a looking to 
him, or having our eyes towards 
hims, read 2 Chron.:20, 12. Pſal, 
121.1, & 123, 1,2, ITai,45, 22. 


the ;} 
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the ſoul may put forth without 
aſſurance. Of the difference be-| 
tween theſe two acts, ſeeDr Ward 
de fide juſtificante, cap. 8. &. 23. 
and (in Engliſh) Dr Bolrov, Of 
the nature of Faith, pag. 60. 61, 
This latter act is aptly expreſſed, 
by Mr Cotton, (a man of much 
Chriſtian experience,) on 1 Foh, 
5.10. whole words I ſhall fet 
down, becauſe they are ſuited to 
the capacity and experience of 
weak* Chriſtians. - [ There i 
(faith he) a beleewving on Chriſt, 
when the heart doth not yet reſt on 
him, but rollit ſelf on him; and 
that may be done while the heart 
3s yet in motion; reſting is a ſetled- 
neſſe of condition , but rolling is 
an unſetled _— about, [ome 
times one way, and ſometimes a- | 
oe” nother, | 


_ +» 
A 
) 


bh. Alt. 
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nother : yet ſucha Chriſtian ba. | 


. liews on Chriſt , becauſe be is rol- 


ling towards him, that ſo he may © 
lye on him, Pal, 37. 5. Com: © 
mit thy way to the Lord, ac- 
cording to the Original, it s 
s thy way upon the Lord, leas 

hy ſoul that way, which is done by 
es w/ ſel We towards him, that © 
thou maiſt reſt upon him, Prov. | 
I6. 3. 4 man may be ſaid to lean 


- on that whtreon he is not ſetled. ] 


And indeed the Hebrews ex- 
preſſe the act of affiance, by the 
word &&z which finifies toroll, 
Pſal. 22, 8, Let the Reader 
only obſerve, that Mr Cotton 
takes reſting in a ſtricter {ence ; 
then we do in the former deſcrip- * 
tion, when he oppoſeth it to rol- | 


ling > he underſtands thereby | 


the . 
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the af fance of hope , which fol- 


lowes. aſſurance. To'come then 


the Covenant, of grac 
though-thou'haſt-aot a particular 


aſlyrance that. Chriſt will ſave 
- thee, doſt thou look towards | 
him doſt thou roll thy ſelf 


upon him , though unbeleey- 


ing thoughts return oft and 


preile | hard gpon: thee? (as a 
man may roll a burden upon 


ſomething', and it may return | 


oft .upon. him again, before he 
- CALMake it ye.) Thy conditts 
'* on-1s very comfortable.- But 


> ang it. will be objected, that _ | 


there are ſome that for a time 
| beleeve 


and * 


tothe queſtion, doſt thou tree-- Þ 
ly accept of Jeſus Chriſt for thy 
Saviour ? art thou heartily wil- 


lng to.ſtrike hands with God in | 


iq 
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| 8. 13; 1conteſle:this'caleis ve- 
- {ry difficult, yet I ſhall give the 
| obje&ion a tair hearing before 


Lleeve that there'is a reall' 1n- 
'Ftrinſick difference between the 


[the Faith of a temporary : yet 
many times this difference is 
"not difcernable by the perſons 
themſelves - which ſo beleeve, 
{that you may underſtand whar 


_ Fas that they may both make' 


| beleeve ;and yet tall away, Luke | 


Þ anſwer it :: Indeed I do be- 


firſt act of juſtifying Fairh, and 


1I-mean ; Suppole two men un- 
der. the ſame affliction, - as: 
the - 7ſraelztes , Palm 78. 3x. 
'&c. or both hearing the word 
together, as Zuke 8. 13, Theſe. 
men .may be ſo wrought upon. 


the ſame reſolution, (as feems 


*# F to "4 
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to: themſelves,) with alike ſe 
_ -riouſneffe, :and withour diffi: 
mulation, freely taking 'Chriſt 
for their 8 caſting|{ 
themſelves upon him for Sal-| 
-vation, they.- may have theſth 
ame apprehenfions concerning 
their own a&s themſelves Ji 
_ . one of theſe | may fall, 'the'6|Y 
ther perſevere, This is thatſj4 
which -hath been long ſing 
taught, ſee Dyke on the defi 
 ceitfulnefle of the 'heart, cap{# 
20, where ſpeaking of thy 
Tſraclites, Pſalm 78. 34w be 
Aaies, they ſpake as they thou 
and meant todo, See likewilghs 
-more fully. onthis, Dr Fack** 
Fon, of Faith, cap. '7. PW 
*yagr. 14. And it 1s generally» 
-acxknowledged , that there ang 
no 
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ſhot onely groſſe Hypoctites, 
M-bhat deceive. others, bur clg 
riſlſHypocrites | that . deceive .them 
ing[&lves. But . how comes it to 
al-lmafle, that one; ffapds and ano- 
cheſther falls © .I anſwer, .as..it, is 
inelg.colaurs, twothings may .ap- 
esKar at, firſt -of the (ave c0- 
[ur -, one fabides , the. other 
mtfades , now the reaſon of this 
cds, there is an addition of lome 
delineredient, which gives the one 
#,more laſting tincture then 
chqthe other; one, is died ,in.gra7m, 
hqine other hath but An ordinary 
; BY. -S0ito thole xatianall Mo- 
iQhves: which are the 4xguce- 
##e#5,borh ..to., the one, and tQ 
ie. rpther » to. beleeye, , there 
d) þ in -Qne, > the addition of a ſþs- 
Hititaal infeſign , which gives:0 
0 | F 2 _ one 
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-one mans: Faith a true and # 
biding 7indure, there 1s a ſeed 


of God abiding in him, 1 Joh 
3- 9. You will ſay, if-it beſiu 


thus, how ſhall - we ever come 
to any certainty concerning our 
own condition, 1f we may be 
deceived in the at#s of our ops 
fouls 2 If it be ſaid, that we 
muſt know the truth of our 
Faith by the triall of it in 
ſtanding our againft temprati-' 
ons; this is ſomething indeed; 
But what time muſt + we-\take 
for the triall of - our - Faith* 
When may we confirme -the 


truth of it with a probatum eftt | 
when {hall I know - that the] 


worſt triall is oyer ** Some ſtood 
out in the time of Queen M4* 


ries perſecution ; which after-\ 


. wards 


r 
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wards fell away-in time. of liber-- 
ry and proſperity -. Foab. turn- 
ed ngg. after Abſalom, - but he 
turneAgtter-Adonijah : Though 
E turne not after one temptati- 


|4n, -I may. after another, and 


{o- we muſt conclude, There 
is no aſſurance to he had / (with- 
out ſpeciall revelation,)- by this 
meanes while we are in thus life, 
dirique beatus, ante obi{inz nemo, 


| &c.' Having: thus, urged the 


Objection with all its ſtrength, 
I anſwer, there is yet another | 
way for the triall of our Faith, 


though many times in the firſt 
-2& of Faith»,-(as Streſo-obſerves) 


the ſoul is not fo deliberate, it 
doth not ſtand to.. debate - the 
matter long, or to form Sy/logi|- 


mes, but prefled with the ap- 
F 3 prehenfion 


prehienſion- of its. danger, laies 
hold on what is next- to ſave it; 


that is ſet before 1t - yet after- 
wards, when it comes more: 
deliberately to-- recognize 1tp 
former a&, (which he is: \uppoſ- 
ed to have opportunity- for, 
who is enquiring after the ſin- 
cerity of his Fatth,) in this re# 

nition” or renewing the a@, 
of Faith, there is tHat which 


a temporaries Faith z There- 
fore there are three things which 
T ſhall ky down, which may. 


tm the exerciſe of their Faith, 
and the frequent renewing of 


Se 


ferve both to dire& Chriſtians |] 
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ahd flees for refuge to the hope 


goth clearly difference' it from | 


their hold on Jeſus Chriſt, | 


anq to try the fincerity of 
cn Faith 


Faith, in.the renewed adts of | 


#1 it. 


Is Sit down, and count — 
coi of being the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, Luke 14, * And 
ſce in the two foregoing ver- 


fes the occaſion of:theſe words. 
| Conſider, That Chriſt will -»le 


ou if he ſave you, | andthat 
bis lawes are nat ſuited to your 
carnall intereſts, or corrupt 
laſts : we muſt take Chriſt as 
he is offered inthe. Goſpell, God 


| hath condeſcended there, as far 


as he will; he cannot be brought . 
to lower termes. Indeed in : 


the firſt 2& of Faith, ufual-- | 


ly the ſou! bath. chief reſpe&t 
to pardon , 3s that. which 1t } 
is then moſt: ſenfible of the 


| want of : theſoul therein flees 


F 4 for : 


for refuge to Ehriſt, Heb. 6. 


18, flees from the wrath ty. 


come',, Matth; 3.7. but though 


pardoning. grace be ratio moti- 


4, . or. the firſt inducement 
to bring us to Jeſus Chriſt, 
yet it muſt not be ratio term- 


naitya, or that which muſt ' 
bound our : deſires after _ him, |: 


Here now the Hypocrite fails, 
when he: comes to ſee what 


it is to be. a Diſciple of Chriſt, 


| he repents of his repentance, 
| and comes off with a oz ' pu- 
| taram : Chriſt had many tol- 

owes, while they ſaw his mi- 
racles, and he was likely to 
be macean earthly King, bur 

they turned their backs on him, 
| when. they underſtood the za- 
| tre of his ſervice, John 6. 
| | I'6, 
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[the laſh of affii&tion, or the con- 


victions of the Word, betake 


i= | themſelves to Chriſt tor ſhel- 
fer, but afterwards defpiſe the 


” [fridneſſe of holineſſe; as-one. 
t [that in a ſtorm wakes ſhelter in. 
']a cottage, where. he would 
not be afterwards periwaded 
to dwell z or borrowes a coat,, 
which after the ſhower is 0- 
| ver he .would ſcorne to weare: 
but Paul, when he came to 
make a recognition of his for= 
mer act, Pore. 3.7, $. He 
flards to his fornier. choice 
land judzerment, Thoſe things 
(ſaith he) that were gain to me, 
| connted-liſſe for Chriſt: yea, 
doub;leſſe, and I do connt all 
F 5 things 


ſimplicity of the Goſpel,. and the | 
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£6, - 60 1:06; Many under 
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things loſſe, &&c. 


F 


wills to this- confiſtency, they 
are like. fluid bodies. which as 


form or. figure of every vellel 
which they are put into - So 


Gen. 49. 4. faſhoning them- 


thing that. is. applyed- to them; 
when the Word comes with 
pawer upcn their fouls, they 


2., Bring your wills to a firm 
acterminate reſolution , Pal, 
119, 106, Ads 11: 23, When 
men have not brought. their 


we ſay, Facile continentur alt 
enis termins, do yield to the 


theſe double-minded men art 
unjrable as water, like Reuben, 


ſelves to every oOCccurrence- 
which they. meet. with, re-: 
ceiving the impreſſion of every. 


afe quite: Lorne down with it,. 
and. 


= 


The Prattice bf Godlineſſe. 105" 2; 


andare all p - or Chriſt, . and when . 
the world and ſix have an oppor- 


-[tunity to ſet. upon them, -they- 


yield thereto; this was (as Mal- 


- . .doxate faith) the fault of the ſto- 


ny ground, they had not mag- 
nam & profundam voluntatens* 
ſuch unſtable men 1nvite temp-- 
tations, whereas a firm: refolu- 


tion prevents them; it diſcou- 
rages the importunity of men 


Acts 21.14. yea, 2 puts Sa- 


| 1472 to flight, Jam. &. 7» 


3. Commit the keeping of 
your ſouls to God in well-aoing, ' 
1-Pe, 4. 18, none fitter then 
Petey to give this countel], wito 
had found by. experience, how: 
vain it is to make refolations 
in our own ſtrength, Matth. 
26, 33, &c, we muſt not only” 


believe - 


PIES: T Be Pridtice f Gulbnefe... pb 


God: will: not- faile ach as do 
thus wat on him, Eſfai..40. 
28, though others (that\like 


dent= of their. own ſtrength) 


may- fall. Now then canſt 
thou: in fincerity goe to God 


|.) ſelfe, LO Cu; off my right 
fs ge > to part with thoſe ſinnes 
of Chriſt, yet having counted 


yet I ſhall thereby. have, I 
Je free 


Flows on_ Chriſt for ſalvati-- 
- 0x, but to be kept by _ power. 
- to, Salvgtion, x Pet. 1.5, and; 


young men are moſt gonfi-. 


and lays Lord, 1 know that 
it.15 No ECaflze matter to deny ' 


phich are moſt uſefull, moſt 
þ deve to: me, yet this 1 muſt 
"do, if I will be the ,Diſciple' 


of 4nd, to pluck out my rieht 


both the lofſe and the gain, | 


a_ 
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4 freely choſe Chriſt for my. | 
| portion,, let him do what he: 
| will with me, and bring. me 
to Heaven which way feems 
| good to himz I am refolved 
ro cleave to him, through the 
aſſiſtance. of thy grace, . - who! 
(though I am not able to think 
any thing of my felfe yer) 
art able to keep that good 
thing which I commit to thee, 
'| 2 Tim, 1. 12. Iknow notwhat 
|. a ſoul ſhoukd do: more in the 
| at of Faith, if ten heavens 
; | depended upon it, rg 
I will very briefly adde 
| fomething of the temper .of a 
| 


wee 


'| gracious. foul, 1. It. hath a 
| true love to Feſw Chriſt, * 
-1. Corinth, 16, 22, John 14. 
21.. and this is. ſooner dif. - 
| cerned 7 


\. and affettions of the heart , then 
the outward atHoys of the life: 


 Doſt thou breathafter more in-' 


ward communion with him? Doſt 
thou lament inwardly after him? 
thongh it may be thou haſt not 
fuch a melting ſpirit-as Mr Brad- 


ford, who could fir and weep” 


ac dinner, till the tears fell on 
bins trencher , becauſe he: could 
toyve God no more, yet is it a 


 reall trouble to chee, that-thou 


canftlove him no more, nor do- 
him better ſervice 2 Such a dif 
. poſition I am ſure cannot be 
- without active endeavours - but 
theſe are diſcoveries of 2 divine 
nature, 2, A gracious ſout is: 
| Carefull to pleaſe God, though 
L it _—— now whether God 


love- 
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cerned by the inward inclination” 


wo £5 ty. ha > Ser BR 


it 
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| love itor nr; this is a true filial 
! | diſpoſicion, - when a Child 15 wit-- . 
ling to pleaſe its Father, and- is- 
| teady to do any thing wherein- 
[ it may be ferviceable to him, 
though its Father will not (ir 
may be)giveit a good look, nor 
take apy notice of it: if aſoul 
find thisdiſpoſition in it ſelf, Tet 
| it ftay ir ſelf upon its God,” hold 
thy ſelf by hins, he bids thee, he 
will ot caſt thee of, read Efai. |} 
$0, I0.. 3, A Child of God 
hates ſin, God hates it, Jer. 44.4. _ 
and he that is joyned to the / 
Lord is one ſþ1y:t, 1 Cor. 6.16, |} 
And this isdiſcoveredinageneral 
averſion from all yn, hatredis a- 
oainft the whole kind-fome men 
teare finne, but they do not hate 
it, many are affraid EY prom; 


ſhould do them hurt, "burif they 
are ſure that they are faſt chain- 
ed, they are well enough ; but 
where there 1s an antipathy, {uch 
cannot endure to be neare thoſe 
Creatures, though they are ſure 
they cannot hurt them: ſo many 
are affraid of ſuch finnes 3s may 
damn them, or bring them to 
ſhame,. or ſome other inconyen.- 
ence in-tbis-world; but a godly 
manabhors his ſecret corruptions, 
which he knows the beſt that 89, 
to. Heaven are troubled with , 
whilit they arehere, and which 
he knows will not hinder his 


worldly inrereſtzor as others apt- 


ly illuſtrate it, many are affraid 
to touch a Kd £ when it is hot, for 


A fear of burning them: but thoſe + 


who 
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ſome Creatures are, leſt they' 


th. 
"—_ 
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who are more curious cannot in- 
cure to touch it when it is cold, 
leaſt it ſhould black them: a wick- 
ed man is affraid to meddle with 
fuch finnes as may damnhim; a 


godly man is offended with ſach 


finnes as may defile kim, Thus, 
Reader, I have endeavoured to: 
help theein this great work, but 
if thou doſt not ſer thy ſelf with 
all diligence hereto. , my la-) 
bour is in vain : yea, foitwill be, 
unlefſe the Lord ſet in by his:.own 
Spirit, to put forward the ſame. 


| | Though the Prophet had told 


David plainly, that the Lord had 


put away his fin, 2 SAM, 12, 13; 
that would not ſilence the cla- 


{mours of a guilty conſcience, nor 


quiet and calm his troubled ſpirit, 


{but he muſt ſue to God, to reſtore. 


to 
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fol the j oy of his [aboation, Pf, 
$3.T2.Itmay:benowintheread- 
| ingof'this ſmall tract, thou maiſt 


ther things which-might have bin 


moreaptiy exprefled: but I have | 


acither: had leiſtre; nor any great 
defire, (if I were able) to prevent 


fact a cenſure, by putting a ſe-' 
cond hand. hereto, If thou doſt 
diſcover any of my weakneſles, | 


 thow- wilt thereby learn not to 


_ © think of me above what is meer: 


| - and' I do not fear that it ſhould 
| Hinder the uſe of the Book by a 
my, for I can neither expect nor 
 defire that it ſhould borrow any 
credit from theAuthor,or be ofa- 


py authority,or prevalencywitha-]- 
ny;ſave according to theZwidence| 
b | which] 


=_— 3 


e many. detects which | 
might have bin ſupplied ', and'o- 


ed 


wl 
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which it carries with itz and the 
blefing of him that gives , 
the z7ncreaſe, both to 
bim that plants, and 
to him that 


7 waters. 
X X 
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| Errata. © 
Dacnce page laſt, after ſhame read me. 
' P-2.1.15.r. 1 Fohn 2. p. 6.1. 26. for 
words r. worſhip.p. 17.1.13.for Sodom,r.the 
old world, p. 79.1.3. blot out it. p.79. 
I. 7. for or r. for. 


There are other literall faults, and many 
miſpointings 3 which thofe who can ob- 
ſerve them, will know allo how to cor- 


rea. 
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